
SERMON FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018       19TH after Pentecost  
TEXTS:  Numbers 11:16, 24-29,  Mark 9:38-50 
“Others” 

 “Jesus; Jesus; we saw someone over there casting out demons in your name, but he was 

not one us!  We tried to stop him; we really did.”  Once more we are faced with the pettiness of 

the disciples in the midst of their journey with the one who was constantly showing them 

amazing things, constantly giving them reason to believe that this might actually be the Messiah 

of God. 

 It has been said that this passage can’t be fully understood without taking a moment to 

look back over all that has taken place in the 9th chapter of the Gospel of Mark.  Chapter 9 begins 

with two events that the Common Lectionary skips over, the transfiguration of Jesus which the 

church reserves for transfiguration Sunday, and the interaction with a young boy was who 

possessed by demon; an affliction that the disciples were unable to resolve.  We then go to Jesus 

again proclaiming his impending death and resurrection, to the disciples arguing over who was 

the greatest and being admonished by Jesus for it, to the disciples now getting bent out of shape 

because someone who not of their inner circle was casting out demons (and mind you, doing it 

“in Jesus’ name”). 

 Can you see a pattern here?  Jesus was showing his divine nature but making it perfectly 

clear that even as the Son of God, even as q fully divine identity in a fully human form, he was 

on earth to serve, and to serve to the point of death.  Meanwhile, the disciple John, one of those 

few who were allowed to see Jesus in his fully divine form, was jockeying for position in a 

hierarchy that didn’t exist, is now striving to exclude those who were not of the “inner circle”, 

the “chosen twelve”, from the important work of proclaiming the gospel. 

 (You 8 o’clokers missed today’s Old Testament story that was nicely paired with this 

gospel lesson in which God took some of the spirit that had been given to Moses and spread it 

out among seventy elders of the people of Israel as they journey across wilderness to promised 

land.  The elders demonstrated the presence of the spirit of God by prophesying.  But two men, 

who had been chosen by Moses but who were still in the camp rather than at the tabernacle, 

began to prophesy in the camp.  Moses dealt with the expected complaints just as Jesus dealt 

with the man who was casting out demons his name - not with condemnation, but with 

encouragement.) 

  



 Are we not looking at the epitome of arrogance in these stories?  “They” are not one of 

“us”.  Therefore “they” should not be doing what “we” do.  “They” should not have the power 

that “we” have.  And most of all, “they” should not have the authority that “we” have!  We are 

the special ones here.  We are the ones who were called specifically by Jesus.  We are the ones 

who have followed Jesus for months.  In Old Testament lesson we are the ones called by Moses, 

the prophet of God.  We showed up at the proper place at the proper time.  And since we are the 

special ones, the chosen ones, we should be the only ones invested with the power of God, the 

Spirit of God, the divinity of God that will allow us to prophesy, to cast out demons ( of course 

except for time when we couldn’t).  And “they” shouldn’t. 

 And again, as I seem to have been asking often over the past several weeks, I ask again, 

“Have we really changed all that much over all these years and decades, centuries and 

millennia?”  We have had all this time to get it right and the church is still not getting it right. 

 Larry spent most of his life running a moving and storage business in Southern Indiana.  

The business was very successful, allowing Larry to sell the business out to another mover and 

retire early.  Larry was also a deeply faithful member of a local church who had spent a good 

amount of time studying the Bible and religion and the church and such.  Upon his retirement 

Larry’s pastor encouraged him to take some special courses designed to qualify him to be what is 

known as a Licensed Lay Minister.  (You Lutherans would use the label “deacon”, I believe. 

 After taking the courses and receiving the approval of the wider church, Larry was 

licensed to do pulpit supply and interim ministry within his local Association of Churches.  He 

was diligent in his work to the point of being a regular attendee at the weekly Lectionary study 

group that I was a part of back in Indiana. 

 And then one of the local ministers in my denomination came to the realization that Larry 

sometimes wore a stole during services at the church where he was serving as an interim.  The 

minister went ballistic, raging that this un-ordained person (translate “other”) should be wearing 

a symbol of ordination; calling for Larry’s license to be revoked.  While I agreed that Larry 

probably shouldn’t have been wearing a stole; for the life of me I could not understand the wrath 

of my colleague over what I saw as such a minor indiscretion.  After all, part of the meaning of 

the pastor’s stole is that it symbolizes the towel that Jesus wore around his waist as he washed 

his disciples’ feet.  The stole should therefore be a symbol of humble service!  Somehow, at least 

in the mind of this outraged pastor, that same stole had become a symbol of authority and a class 



distinction between those who were ordained and the rabble who were not.  Now Larry was a 

darn good lay minister, doing darn good work that was deeply appreciated by the people he 

served, in an area where such work was desperately needed.  “Whoever is not against us is for 

us.” 

 I have seen similar outrage over the years when lay ministers allowed themselves to be 

addressed by their congregations as “pastor” or even “reverend”.  About fifteen years ago, the 

UCC began studying what was known as “alternative paths to ordination”.  The study was 

actually brought on by several UCC churches in Samoa that were far separated from our 

seminaries on the mainland.  Gifted people in those far off islands were being deprived 

ordination because the online courses and local training that they received did not qualify them 

for a Masters of Divinity degree from an accredited seminary; a degree that has become the 

“gold standard” for ordination in my denomination.  The church wanted to explore the possibility 

of other marks of ability and faithfulness that could be substituted for a seminary degree.  

Laypeople in our churches generally received the concept with open arms, as long as those 

seeking ordination could demonstrate sufficient gifts and talents and education that would allow 

them to minister faithfully and effectively.  There was a sizable group of ordained pastors though 

who went absolutely apoplectic; proclaiming that the national body was seeking to “water down” 

the requirements for ordination and saying that the plan was an affront to all the work that they 

had done to receive that coveted MDiv degree. 

 (Just for record, I have shepherded the ordination of a person who did not have an MDiv.)  

How is it that we who are called by Christ into lives of service can become so indignant when 

those who we perceive as “other”, especially those who we perceive as “inferior other” 

accomplish the same goals of proclaiming the good news of God in Christ to their community 

and to the world? 

 Friends, it has been my experience that the Holy Spirit of God works in many amazing 

ways and that the Holy Spirit has the power to fall upon people of all ages and creeds and 

economic strata; people from every walk of life imaginable.  To see the Spirit at work should be 

an occasion for rejoicing and not a cause for division and anger, and especially not an occasion 

for arrogance and rudeness.  To stifle the Holy Spirit as it is displayed by those who are 

prophesying “in the camp” rather than at the tabernacle, those who are casting out demons in the 

name of Christ but who are not “one of us”, not of the inner circle, those who don’t have the 



proper credentials or degrees is, in my humble opinion, to put that stumbling block that Jesus so 

pointedly mentions in front of them and in front of those who are benefitting from their work. 

 It is my fervent hope that we will all drop our arrogance, especially our arrogance in 

relation to the work of God in Christ our Savior; that we will turn to Christ as our example and 

become servants to all people, servants to all God’s creation.  For in that service is Christ, and in 

Christ is life and life eternal.Amen. 


