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Welcome to worship at Zion 
 

HOLY COMMUNION:  Believing in the “real presence” of Christ, this church prac-

tices Eucharistic hospitality; that is all baptized persons are welcomed to Communion.   

 

*Children who have not had Communion instruction are invited to 

receive a blessing. Children who already receive Communion in another 

congregation may commune here, too. 

*Ushers will direct you to come forward. Please return to your seats by 

the opposite aisle. 

*Currently, when coming up to the rail each person will take a cup and wa-

fer from the Pastor/Communion assistant and then dispose of the cup in a 

basket, returning to pew by the other aisle, unless they have difficulty walk-

ing.  

*If you do not drink wine, please know that communing in “one 

kind” (wafer only) has been done throughout the centuries.   

*Gluten-free wafers are available by request. The wafers are made of 

sweet potato and rice flour and are also free of wheat, casein, dairy and 

yeast. 

 

 

CHILDREN:  We invite children to par ticipate in worship at whatever level they 

are able, including reading along with the bulletin. 

*Children’s sermon: Typically, children up to 5th grade come forward. If 

new or your child is shy, you might consider coming up with your 

child/ren. 

 
 
All music used by permission CCLI#1684027. 
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Season of Advent  
 

Note: Words in bold are spoken by the congregation. 
 

PRELUDE :                  See cream insert    
       

Gathering________________________________________ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 
 
WELCOME 
 
INTROIT 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The congregation stands.  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the  † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
  by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
  
GATHERING HYMN                                                                               See cream insert 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ… be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH:                 
 
Worship Assistant: During Advent, we pause to notice the darkness in our world and in 
our own lives. We pause to sense our yearning for peace, goodness and justice.  Today, 
we light the candle on the Advent wreath, which reminds us that Jesus Christ brings 
light into our darkness. 
 
The candle is lit. 
 
Worship Assistant leads the prayer of the day. 
 
Response after prayer:  Amen. 

 
                           “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                    ELW #257 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
The congregation is seated.  
 
ANTHEM             
 

Word__________________________________________ 
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON            Pastor Ingrid Wengert 
 
READINGS                         See cream insert  
 
SERMON                      Pastor Ingrid Wengert 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                           See cream insert 
 
The congregation stands.                            
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* catholic with a small “c” refers to the universal church, as the Greek word “katholikos” means “universal” or “whole.”  Catholic with a capital 
“C” refers to the Roman Catholic Church. 

 
PRAYERS 
Each petition ends with these words. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:… through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The pastor and the congregation greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace. 
 
The congregation is seated.  
 

Meal_________________________________________ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING 
The offering is for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Plates are in 
the Narthex 
 
The congregation stands. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of mercy and grace,  
 the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.  
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need,  
  through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The pastor greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks.   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . . Continuing with the preface for the day, concluding: . . . we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:   
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The pastor continues with the Words of Institution. 
In the night in which he was betrayed…Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving concludes with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Let us pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
Come, taste and see that the Lord is good.  
 

The congregation is seated. 
Please use Communion instructions on page 2. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God for whom we wait...through Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Sending ____________________________________ 
God blesses us and sends us into the world to serve our neighbor. 
 
BLESSING  
The pastor proclaims God's blessing. 
 

Almighty God...bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                   See cream insert 
              
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL 
The pastor sends the congregation into mission. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                    

Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas, just as Lent is a season of 
preparation for Easter. The character of Advent is somber, with deep blue for a 
color and hope and expectation for the mood. Before celebrating the joy of 
Christmas, Advent reflects upon all that is broken in our world – and in us – 

and bids us wait with expectation for God to come and bring an end to evil, sin, death and suf-
fering. We wait for Christ’s advent which is three-fold – in history born as Jesus in Bethle-
hem; in the present moment through Word and Sacrament; and in the future on the “last day” 
when he will put an end to all evil and suffering. A prevalent image in Advent is light and 
darkness, depicted aptly by the advent wreath whose light grows as darkness lengthens until 
the longest night of the year - the winter solstice. Christmas carols begin on December 24, and 
will be sung throughout the twelve days of its own season. But for now, let us prepare for it by 
keeping Advent, which Lutherans are especially known for keeping well! 
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Staff 
 

The Rev. Ingrid Wengert, Pastor  
Marilyn Hibler, Music Director  
Sarah Scudese, Par ish Secretary 

 
Zion Lutheran Church  

11 Schooleys Mountain Road, Long Valley, NJ     
www.zionlongvalley.org 

 
Church: (908) 876-3547       zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
Pastor: (215) 692-2091   ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 

 
 

Please return this bulletin to the narthex  
at the conclusion of worship.  


