For the Members and Friends of Zion Lutheran Church
June 2025

The Long Valley
Lutheran

Sundays in June

Worship alternates between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed

on Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our
website .

June 1, Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

June 8, Day of Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Confirmation

June 15, First Sunday After Pentecost - led by Cross Roads
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, outdoors, weather permitting

June 22, Second Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Baptisms

June 29, Third Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion
10:45AM Adult Forum

“ELCA Draft version: Social Message on Child Protection”

Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853
phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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Office Hours
Parish Secretary Sarah

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish
Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-3547
E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com
Website: zionlongvalley.org

LT

Like us on Facebook at
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley”

we are here.

(908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley@gmail.com
Pastor Ingrid

M-Th mornings
Pastor Ingrid’s day off each week is Friday.

Pastor: Pastor Ingrid Wengert (215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert@gmail.com

Cell: (215) 692-2091
Email: Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese

Minister of Music: Marilyn Hibler

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30AM Worship with live-stream.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS/OFFICERS:

President: Tom Scudese
Vice President: Eric Snyder
Secretary: Courtney Derr
Treasurer: Ron Schulz

Members:
Burt Horner
Marcia Horner
Elaine Kesler
Karen Newquist
Lori Prussack
Larry Salvatore
Christine Stabile

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN

NURSERY SCHOOL
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-4115
Fax: (908) 876-4959
E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com
Website: longvalleychristian.com

LVCNS Director............ Meghan Bridge
Bus. Administrator....Cyndy Thompson
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The deadline for the = @? S
July Newsletter is ‘é,

June 25th
Articles may be sent to the church
office via email at
zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or left in Sarah
Scudese’s mail box in the Parish Center.
Your prompt attention to the deadline is
greatly appreciated!



about:blank
about:blank

Council has been talking about the age of first Communion for the
past 2 months, and in May we came to the conclusion that 5th grade
will continue to be the target age at Zion for a child’s reception of first
Communion; however, we will also allow children to receive it at a
younger age based on their parents’ discernment.

This was not a quick decision! The process began in late 2023 when I brought the topic to
Zion's Worship & Music team, which then took a while to finalize its discernment. We did
in fact have other things on our team plate that year; namely, settling into one worship ser-
vice :) | After reading and learning about history and the Lutheran principles involved in the
reception of first Communion, the Worship & Music team made the recommendation to
Council which then met for an additional Zoom instruction session. At our next meeting,
Council unanimously approved Worship & Music’s recommendation: 5th grade will remain
the target age but we will also allow parents to have the authority to request a younger age.

Parents will be told of this change in practice beginning with this article, and ending with a
parental email in the fall. The week prior to first Communion, children will have an instruc-
tion session appropriate for their age and then receive Communion together for the first time
on a festival Sunday, followed by a celebratory reception. We are targeting Transfiguration
Sunday, 2/15/2026. When children who are already receiving Holy Communion reach the
5th grade, they will be invited to attend the instruction along with other 5th graders, and then
we have classes on Communion again in Confirmation.

I will hold an adult forum on this topic on July 27 to share the reasoning, why I broached
this subject in the first place, and also answer questions. There will be an adult forum on an-
other topic (see page 7 ) in June.

If you do not wish to wait until July, here is a rough summary:

Seeing as there is no command from our Lord regarding the age at which people should re-
ceive Communion for the first time, Christians make a reverent best guess. For many years
Confirmation at ages 14 — 16 was thought to be the fitting age among Lutherans, and then in
1969, Grade 5 was recommended for various reasons by a churchwide task group. Almost
30 years later in 1996, another task group, responding to changing worship practices,
recommended that it be up to the congregation, but could be as early as a child began to eat,
drink and “can start to respond to the gift of Christ in the Supper.”

I think that the following is the most helpful guidance “In all Communion practices,
congregations should strive to avoid both

1. reducing the Lord’s Supper to an act effective by its mere performance without faith

2. narrowing faith to an intellectual understanding of Christ’s presence and gifts.”

Come out on July 27 to discuss not only our slightly changing practice, but also to take a
moment to plumb the depths of God’s gift to us which is the Lord’s Supper!
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<2 | Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who
suffer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.

| Lﬁ”’e Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to
GKCTQL%TS bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit,

and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they
may joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for:

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker Jr., Errol & Carol Ernstrom, Joan Reals
Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Keith Correll, Carl Gerhard

Family of Sheila Blaine: Eleanor Lundy, Denise Rodriguez, Logan Rodriguez

Family of Cathy D1 Lello: Phil Stafford

Family of the Hibler family: Chris Ito

Family of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Doully Catlett, Joann Yanchek

Family of Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen

Friend of Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman

Family of Vi Muriello: Robert Muriello,

Friend of Karen Newquist: Don Robinson

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack, Sandy Hamaydi
Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Emily Mancuso, Mancuso family, Pastor
Martin Travis

Family of Linda Tucker: Larry Tucker

Friend & family of Dottie Weis: Richard Bosley, Betton Caws, Matt Dunbar

Members of Zion:
Ellen Blaine, Donna East, Jeanne Howell, Rob Johnson, Jane Moore, Reinhard Schwartz

Prayer requests will also appear in the insert each week.
Please contact the church office for
additions, to make updates, or with questions.




IN 3 lAi TREASURER'S FINANCIAL REPORT
HEALTH ACTIVITY PROJECTED THRU END OF MAY 2025
Actual Estimated Estimated Actual (Un) Favor
Yr-to-Date Month of YTD May '25 | YTD May'24 | 2025 v 2024

OPERATING Aprit2025 | May2025 | [ThisYear] | [LastYear] | Variance | Notes
Income $93,574 $17,471 $111,045 $105,031 $6,014 | A
Expenses

Payroll-Related $49,025 $12,283 $61,308 $60,557 ($751)| B

Administrative $45,415 $4,789 $50,204 $48,186 ($2,018)| C

Committees $7,607 $241 $7,848 $7,963 $115 | D
Total Expenses $102,047 $17,312 $119,359 $116,706 ($2,653)
Net Operating Income/(Loss) ($8,473) $159 ($8,315) ($11,675) $3,360

Cash Balance End of Mo. $44,678 $44,696 $29,831 $14,865

Notes on Variances:

A. Easter week giving was up $1,715 vs 2024; Regular giving was up $3,973 over 2024 due to a one-time contribution in

January plus overall Congregation giving exceeding revenues that were received in 2024 from a family that moved

B. 3.2% compensation increases based on CPI, per Mutual Ministry Committee
C. Higher Utilities cost ($2,475), insurance ($284) and snow removal ($1,348); offset in part by fewer repairs $2,152
D. One-time expenses in 2024 Worship & Music Committee not repeated in 2025

Start Balance Plus: Minus: Transfers End Balance

NON-OPERATING 12/31/2024 Receipts | Disbursements In(Out) 5/31/2025
Ministries $36,021 $3,060 $11,117 $0 $27,964
Seasonal events & other $2,679 $1,543 $315 $0 $3,907
Property and Capital-related $0 $0 ($139) $0 $139
Mortgage $48,612 $7,240 $19,500 $0 $36,352
Unrestricted Funds $56,961 $1,114 $344 $0 $57,730
Current Memorial Funds $30,176 $0 $701 $0 $29,475
Restricted Memorial Funds $103,382 $49 $38 $0 $103,393
Total Non-Operating Balance $277,830 $13,006 $31,876 $0 $258,960
Start Balance Principal Interest Total End Balance

12/31/2024 Paid Paid Payment 5131/2025
Mortgage: Year-to-Date activity $134,358 $16,593 $2,907 $19,500 $117,765

Next payment: 6/1/2025

Treasurer's Observations:

Zion's giving is better than last year, offset in part by higher utilities and snow removal expenses resulting in
Zion's operating bottom line being better than YTD May 2024 by $3,360. However, Zion continues to operate
in a deficit-spending mode to the tune of ($8,315) for year-to-date May 2025. We can reduce that deficit as
long as the Congregation focuses on continuing its generous giving during the summer months.

Respectfully,
Ron Schulz, Zion Treasurer

venmo
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Wa ¥ First Communion was on May 18th
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Congratulations to, &
Cooper Drake
Makena Hanft
Andrew Karpinski
Juliette Dickan
Lexi Dickan
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Confirmation Important Reminders

6/3 Taco Tuesday Dinner / Mentor Night 6PM,
afterwards will be rehearsal for Confirmands

6/8 Rite of Confirmation for 8th Graders at
9:30AM worship

Confirmation

Appointed Worship Readings for June

Worship Old or New Testament

Date_ Readings Psalm Gospel
June 1, Acts 16;16:-34/ Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 Psalm 97 John 17: 20-26
June 8, Acts 2:1-21 / Romans8:14-17 Psalm 104 John 14:8-17[25-27]
June 15, Proverbs 8:1-4,22-31/ Romans 5:1-5 Psalm 8 John 16:12-15
June 22, Isaiah 65:1-9/ Galatians 3:23-29 Psalm 22:19-28 Luke 8:26-39

June 29, Acts12:1-11 / 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 Psalm 87:3,5-7 John 21:15-19
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QTx. . Morning MomG Group TUESDAY
2 \:« If you'd like to get together with AFTERNOON BIBLE
\ | other moms for conversation & STUDY

encouragement, let Pastor In-
grid know. They meet once a month at 9AM.

Will resume again on September 9th

/
The May meeting is 6/9 Have a great summer!

Adult Forum June 29 at 10:45AM “Social Message on Child Protection”

We will be looking at the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca) DRAFT Social Message on Child Protection for learning and feedback
which is due the following day, on June 30.

Adult Forum This document was requested by the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
(comprised of lay & clergy voting members from across the country). So-
cial messages are ELCA teaching documents that draw from existing social teaching but fo-
cus direct attention on a particular social issue.

Feedback is requested from the whole church and also individuals of it, which is true of all
ELCA social messages or statements. This means that you can go online and input your feed-
back anytime before July 1.

June Collection for LVCAP -
m LVCAP is asking Zion to help with summer goody bags, please
Long\aley bring in snack bag cookies and small puzzle/crossword books by

C A P June 16th.

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM,

We're also collecting the following through the end of June:

Black beans Kid snacks, & juice for kids
Canned corn Granola bars

Canned coffee Yellow mustard

Canned fruit Ketchup

Jarred spaghetti sauce Brownie mix.



mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
https://resources.elca.org/faith-and-society/child-protection-draft-social-message/?_ga=2.244878661.1369532433.1748470217-1468828289.1736870642
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/child-protection-social-message
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/child-protection-social-message

Parish Life

| tos TACO TUESDAY

Come join us for a Taco dinner
Hosted by the Kitchen Cuties

Tuesday, June 3 ™
6PM, Faith Hall

Soft tacos, rice and corn
And a special dessert!

YTRCO"

TUESDAY!

Free Will Donation to benefit the Youth Gathering Fund!
Bring a friend!

Confirmands & Mentors will attend
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ZION’S 2025 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Brady
Brady i
James
Brady

Robbie Brobs_t

# Robbie is going to County Col
e in criminal justice.
Morgan Forl enza
Morgan is a graduating senior
attending Marist University t
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COLLEGE GRADUATE

We pray for faith, grace, and the promise of God's guidance in all their future endeavors.
11

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR ZION
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l\gé/( Social Ministry Events =

GALATIANS 5:13, NIV

&' 4 (2$! 9 2)3F#+ 35,
(dfgada Opa

One way to commemorate and pay tribute to our fathers is

to donate to Habitat for Humanity. Gifts in increments of Habitat

for Humanity®

$5 will be sent to Habitat for Humanity and help to supply
building materials necessary to build houses in partnership with those in
need. We will list names in the bulletin insert on Father's Day. Please pick up a form in the

Narthex (or see form here) and return it by Sunday, June 8th. All checks should be made pay-

able to “Zion Lutheran Church” and placed in the offering plate along with the dedication

form. Dedications will be listed in the June 15th bulletin.

Parish Life

Cub Scout Pack 136

is holding their annual Car Wash odune
14th. Come out and support the Cubs, and
have a nice clean car!

WS,

12


https://mcusercontent.com/c52af973607a13128750062c0/files/4cf996af-ceef-ac3c-01ec-b17617a8339d/Happenings_order_form_2024.pdf
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Vacation Bible Scfho
June 23nd
ook forward to seel ng

you for your nterest i|n
u

e i Church. I f yo have any q
pl easemeglaahnh call ow

We are always in Need of Volunteers:1 f you and/or |you
children (entering 6th grade and up) Ar e

A new completed project at LVCNS. A beautiful sign for a photo op!
(around by the playground)

13


mailto:meghan.callow@gmail.com

LVCNS MoniDhltye Up

Long Valley Christian would like to thank our staff, parents and
the Zion Lutheran church for another wonderful school year.

 Long Valley Christian Retirements

How Lucky are we that makes saying goodbye so hard ? This year we
are losing 2 LVCNS icons.

Mrs. Jacque Checkley started at Long Valley Christian in 2001 as an assistant teacher. Over her 25
years of service to children n the school, Mrs. Checkley has worked with numerous teachers and
children. For the past 8 years Mrs. Checkley has been the assistant to Mrs. Buchanan in the 4-day
pre-k. We will truly miss her creative, kind and helpful personality. Mrs. Checkley's new calling as
grandma to baby Molly will keep her from committing to be here everyday but she will not be a
stranger as she promises to come back and substitute teach and visit.

Mrs. Janice Mulvihill has been a gift to us for the past 11 years. Mrs. Mulvihill started as a personal
Aide for a student here. We quickly learned how talented she was and hired her the following year.

Mrs. Mulvihill taught Threes her first year and she has been our 5-day Pre-K teacher for the past 10
years. Mrs. Mulvihill will be a VERY tough act to follow. Her classroom has been filled with kind-
ness, imagination, exploration, creation and community building. Baby Maeve is one lucky girl to

get to spend time with her Grandma next year.

Mrs. Julie Hartley started at Long Valley christian in 2016. She has been an assistant teacher and
well as a resource assistant, always making the school look beautiful. We will miss Julie' amazing
fashion sense, wonderful way with the children and her creative nature. We wish her well as she
pursues a dream job in the culinary arts field.

We of course will make very thoughtful decisions about who will replace these two wonderful
teachers. We will let everyone know when we have finalized our staff for the

Having second thoughts about leaving us? We still have room in
our TK program for next year. Please let us know if you are consid-
ering this option.

Interested in Subbing for teaching an enrichment class? we are al-
ways looking for talented people to add to our roster

Please feel free to contact us over the summer
at longvalleychritsian@gmail.com

please follow us on instagram @ lv_cns for pictures and updates

\,ONG VALLEy
CHRISTIAN
NURSERY
L_SCHOOL

LVCNS ringing the bell during chapel

14
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JunkRi rt hdays

May this year be the
new dream comes tru
Happy Birthday

\V

1 Gregory Callow
Sharon Ficacci
Jason Snyder

2 Ella Drake
Magnus Sorensen

13 Jaclynne Jardim
Andrew Karpinski

16 Michael Wallace
Jane Moore

19 Eric Tureson

William Taylor 20 Aston Dougherty
3 Steven Frommeyer 21 Joshua Riggs
Bill Hibler, Jr. Kiera Mitchell
4 Sam Ochs 22 William Johnston
Allie Rooney Matthew Snyder
6 Victoria Johnston 26 Olivia Rasmussen
8 Ashlie Shakespeare 27 Abigail Kay

9 Marcia Horner
12 Ron Schulz
13 Cooper Drake

29 Catherine Stabile
30 Jance Denzler

Happy Father Day to all our Dads

*  Why did Dad high-five himself on Father's Day? Because no one appreciates his jokes quite

like he does!

*  How did the dad and his kids watch the fishing show on Father's Day? They live streamed it.
*  Why don’t they have Father’s Day sales? Because fathers are priceless.

*  Why did the bean children give their dad a sweater for Father@Q Day? He was chili.

* What did the baby otter say to its dad? You are a dad like no otter.
*  WhatQthe best thing a new dad can get for Father@Q Day? A long nap.

f
p&

4

A

* LetQalso say a prayer that the Buckeyes can beat the team up north!!

15
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