For the Members and Friends of Zion Lutheran Church
August 2025

The Long Valley
Lutheran

Sundays 1n August

Worship alternates between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed

on Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our
website .

August 3, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 10, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 17, Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 24, Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 31, Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853
phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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Office Hours
Parish Secretary Sarah

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish
Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure
we are here.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-3547
E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com
Website: zionlongvalley.org

LT

Like us on Facebook at
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley”

(908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley(@gmail.com
Pastor Ingrid

M-Th mornings
Pastor Ingrid’s day off each week is Friday.

Pastor: Pastor Ingrid Wengert (215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert(@gmail.com

Cell: (215) 692-2091
Email: Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese

Minister of Music: Marilyn Hibler

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30AM Worship with live-stream.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS/OFFICERS:

President: Tom Scudese
Vice President: Eric Snyder
Secretary: Courtney Derr
Treasurer: Ron Schulz

Members:
Burt Horner
Marcia Horner
Elaine Kesler
Karen Newquist
Lori Prussack
Larry Salvatore
Christine Stabile

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN

NURSERY SCHOOL
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-4115
Fax: (908) 876-4959
E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com
Website: longvalleychristian.com

LVCNS Director............ Meghan Bridge
Bus. Administrator....Cyndy Thompson
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The deadline for the = @? S
September Newsletter is ‘é,
August 22th "

Articles may be sent to the church
office via email at
zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or left in Sarah
Scudese’s mail box in the Parish Center.
Your prompt attention to the deadline is
greatly appreciated!



about:blank
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On July 9, the Board of County Commissioners (Morris County) approved
over $2 million in county grants from the county’s 2025 Preservation Trust
Fund to protect or restore 24 historic sites. Zion was one of them!

We chose a small but necessary project as our first foray back into historic preservation grants.
Each applicant must pay 20% of the total cost of the project and although we were delighted to be
able to apply for historic preservation grants once again, we did not wish to create financial stress
on the congregation, especially since our congregationally-approved 2025 operating budget is
barely in the black.

The Council-approved project is basic, very needed and is part of the 2018 Historic Preservation
Plan created for Zion. The project is to have the entrance to the crawl space & former coal furnace
room below the sanctuary designed and built so that there will be a cellar door and frame through
the original stone wall foundation, concrete supporting walls, stairway and an exterior ground lev-
el access door. With this, we can easily access the area under the sanctuary whenever necessary
for preventative or restorative projects.

On July 9, this project was approved! After analyzing and signing paperwork, we will at some
point be awarded the 80% of the $12,000 cellar door project. Burt Horner and Harry Bullock are
working jointly on the project at this point.

Did you know that between 2018 — 2024, Zion could NOT apply for a historic preservation grant
from Morris County? No religious organization was allowed to apply because in 2018 the NJ Su-
preme Court ruled that grants to churches violated the NJ constitution. In 2020, First Liberty Insti-
tute, a law firm from Texas, offered to take up a case that would once again allow religious organ-
1zations to apply in Morris County. Zion’s Council thought this was only fair because, as you
might know, Zion uses the historical part of our building for community groups and events.
Finally, after working on this tirelessly and pro bono (without charge), First Liberty won a prelim-
inary injunction on 11/27/2024. This means that until a final verdict is made, we will be allowed to
return to the original policy; e.g., churches can apply for county historic preservation grant mon-
ies. No permanent injunction has been made thus far.

Let’s be grateful for those at First Liberty who have worked on our behalf, namely Jeremy and
his associates, and also for Harry Bullock who has filled out numerous applications, emailed,
made many calls and even a presentation to the County; along with his son Christiaan, who creat-
ed a video for the presentation, noting our history and current community hospitality, and made an
argument for the cellar project. Also to be thanked, as usual, is Burt Horner, who brainstormed
with Harry and me for the project, showed the County committee around Zion, and supported Har-
ry in his role as Zion’s applicant for the grant.

I’m also grateful to God, the source of justice and giver of mercy, who worked through all of
these people and their organizations for what I think of is justice in this particular situation.
We shall keep you posted!
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Ou% Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who
suffer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.
I_.OVK Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to
bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit,
and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they
may joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for:

Blessed are those who die in the Lord: Jane Moore
Our prayers are with her family.

Family of James and Lori1 Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Karen Boitz, Errol & Carol Ernstrom,
June Sweeney

Friend of Ellen Blaine. Keith Correll, Carl Gerhard

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez

Family of Brian & Judy Bumpus: Sage Winfree (baby)

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster

Family of Cathy D1 Lello: Phil Stafford

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito

Family of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Doully Catlett, Joann Yanchek
Family of Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen

Friend of Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman

Friends & family of Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus, Robert Muriello,
Friend of Karen Newquist: Don Robinson

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack, Sandy Hamaydi
Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis
Family of Linda Tucker: Larry Tucker
Friend & family of Dottie Weis: Richard Bosley, Betton Caws, Matt Dunbar

Members of Zion:
Ellen Blaine, Donna East, Jeanne Howell, Rob Johnson, Jane Moore, Reinhard Schwartz

Prayer requests will also appear in the insert each week.
Please contact the church office for
additions, to make updates, or with questions.




IN HE%}TH TREASURER'S FINANCIAL REPORT
ACTIVITY PROJECTED THRU END OF JULY 2025
Actual Estimated Estimated Actual (Un) Favor
Yr-to-Date Monthof | YTDJuly'25 | YTD July'24 | 2025 v 2024

OPERATING June 2025 | July2025 | [ThisYear] | [LastYear] | Variance |NOU
Income $138,320 $21,546 $159,865 $161,644 ($1,779) | A
Expenses

Payroll-Related $73,527 $13,021 $86,547 $84,639 ($1,908)| B

Administrative $60,428 $7,579 $68,007 $62,447 ($5,560) | C

Committees $13,448 $1,038 $14,486 $12,989 ($1,498)| D
Total Expenses $147,403 $21,638 $169,041 $160,076 ($8,965)
Net Operating Income/(Loss) ($9,084) ($92) ($9,176) $1,568 |  ($10,744)

Cash Balance End of Mo. $43,972 $46,423 $42,937 $3,486

Notes on Variances:

A. The combination of a large contribution in January plus increased Congregational giving has nearly offset the amount

"lost" by a family moving away last year.

B. 3.2% compensation increases based on CPI, per Mutual Ministry Committee

C. Higher Utilities ($3,808), snow removal ($1,348) and accrued/estimated cleaning service ($1,296); offset in part by

fewer repairs incurred $1,387.

D. Benevolence ($600), Synod assembly ($628).

Start Balance Plus: Minus: Transfers End Balance

NON-OPERATING 12/31/2024 Receipts | Disbursements In(Out) 7/31/2025
Ministries $36,021 $3,571 $11,833 $0 $27,759
Seasonal events & other $2,679 $2,136 $1,674 $0 $3,141
Property and Capital-related $0 $0 ($139) $0 $139
Mortgage $48,612 $10,150 $27,300 $0 $31,462
Unrestricted Funds $56,961 $5,264 $434 $0 $61,791
Current Memorial Funds $30,176 $0 $701 $0 $29,475
Restricted Memorial Funds $103,382 $448 $38 $0 $103,792
Total Non-Operating Balance $277,830 $21,569 $41,840 $0 $257,559
Start Balance Principal Interest Total End Balance

12/31/2024 Paid Paid Payment 7/31/2025
Mortgage: Year-to-Date activity $134,358 $23,321 $3,979 $27,300 $111,037

Next payment: 8/1/2025

Treasurer's Observations:

Like June, July Operating Income was essentially breakeven, i.e. revenues matched expenses. As such,
Zion remains in an Operating deficit spending mode for year-to-date July 31st by ($9,176). The budgeted

deficit for the full year was ($13,800).

As such, your continued diligence at the offering plate is welcome and needed.

Respectfully,
Ron Schulz, Zion Treasurer

venmo
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Have you heard the good news? Living Lutheran has brought
back its print magazine publication! The storytelling you know
and love will appear in mailboxes with four issues each year
(spring, summer, winter and fall). Subscribe for the latest news,
reflections and stories from the ELCA.

Visit livinglutheran.org/subscribe to set up an individual sub-
scription. Subscribe by Aug. 10 to receive the fall issue.

First Communion: Sunday 2/15/2026

Fifth Graders will receive instruction in two sessions
prior to receiving Communion for the first time, possi-
bly on Saturdays or week nights.

If you think your child is ready to receive Communion

at a younger age, please reach out to Pastor Ingrid.
Younger children will also receive Communion on
2/15 for the first time and also attend two sessions of
instruction, at a different time than 5th graders.

Appointed Worship Readings for August

Worship Old or New Testament

Date_ Readings Psalm Gospel
August 3, Ecclesiastes 1:2,12-14 / Colossians 3:1-11 Psalm 49:1-12 Luke 12:13-21
August 10, Genesis 15:1-6 / Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Psalm 33:12-22 Luke 12:32-40
August 17, Jeremiah 23:23-29 / Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Psalm 82 Luke 12:49-56
August 24, Isaiah 58:9b-14 / Hebrews 12:18-29 Psalm 103:1-8 Luke 13:10-17
August 31, Proverbs 25:6-7 / Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Psalm 112 Luke 14:1, 7-14



https://give.elca.org/s/3762545/G7SRmwXR
https://give.elca.org/s/3762546/G7SRmwXR
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T Morning Mom’s Group TUESDAY
¢ } If you'd like to get together with AFTERNOON BIBLE
\ A other moms for conversation & STUDY

encouragement, Please let Pastor Ingrid know,
Meetings will resume in September.

Will resume again on September 9th
Have a great summer!

To
ﬂwlfwﬁvﬂxf Congregational Dinners

9/7 - Hot Diggity Dog Super Sundae BBQ, after worship.
11/12 - Congregational Dinner/Mentor Night, 6PM

2/17 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 6PM

3/15 - St Patrick's Day Corned Beef Dinner 6PM

4/5 - Easter Sunday Brunch, after worship.

5/20 Congregational Dinner / Mentor Night, 6PM

{ ? Family Social Event
Apple picking on Sunday September 28th at 2PM

| r A great family day at Tree Licious Orchard & Bakery

(s % 8 Bring your family and your dogs (on a leash please),

i pack a picnic and enjoy the outdoors.

e o No admission, just pay for whatever you pick.

Address: 135 Karrville Rd, Port Murray, NJ 07865



mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
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Sunday School
begins
September 7 @ 8:30AM!

Age 3 - 8th grade

Sunday School begins again on Sunday, 9/7. Followed by "Super Sundae" which includes a
cookout and home-made ice cream for dessert!
After worship @10:30AM in Faith Hall.

Please register here. If you've registered before, you only need to answer a couple of ques-
tions.

Enjoy the rest of your summer - there's still time!

ogether Sunday School Teachers Blessing

we Sunday September 7th during 9:30AM worship. All
Make teachers and aides are invited to receive Gods blessing
q and Zion’s gratitude.



https://forms.gle/h3a86m9RTgrTC4bk9

Let’s Celebrate Rally Day 2025!

It’s a Hot Diggity Dog Super Sundae BBQ]

Sunday September 7th
After worship

Hotdogs, Hamburgers, Potato/Macaroni Salad, Chips and Fresh Corn on the Cob!
Ending with HOMEMADE ICE CREAM and all the fixins for Sundaes!
Kids will love watching homemade ice cream being made!

Free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of supplies!

9




Quilting Day

August 16th 94M - 3PM (Come for an hour, two, AP
or all day)

We make as many quilts as possible in one day i e

and then through Lutheran World Relief (LWR), they are shlpped to places around the
world that have great need. For four generations, LWR has extended God's mercy through
the warmth of more than 27 million mission quilts: "Each quilt sewn...is a statement of faith,
hope and love."

No experience necessary, all hands are needed and welcome. Food & fellowship provided.
Located in Faith Hall.

Back to School Supplies

W LVCAP is asking if each church could give $125 worth of
Long\/alts Walmart gift cards. They are giving each family a $25 gift card
C AP for each child to use for backpacks and supplies.

EreEpekE  Any denomination is welcome and Lori will put the GC together
— in amounts to total $25 each.

Overview of Collections Throughout the Year

June - Food for LVCAP Food Pantry
Aug - School supplies for LVCAP drive
Sept - College care packages (snacks, notes)
- Chili sauce (Ort Farms social ministry fundraiser)
- Xmas giving tree
- LWR Care kits (Sunday School Christmas project)
Dec, Jan - MLK Day collection
Jan - Soup for LVCAP
Apr to May - Mothers Day $donations (Quilts for Lutheran World Relief)
May to June - Fathers Day $donations (Habitat for Humanity)

10
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o8 Parish Life ks

;RWLJ
WET F OMH WELCOMH

/ \\X College Connection

/7 Parents of College-aged Kids,
‘@.\ We are getting ready to send our Zion college kids their welcome
/‘rf;‘.!}fs box of goodies o give them a sweet start to the year! So, if you
have a college-aged child and you would like them to receive one of
the famous Zion care packages, Please forward their address to Sarah at the
office.
Zion Congregation:
We are looking for donations of individually wrapped snacks to include in the
care packages (cookies, popcorn, chips, granola bars, candy).
Please drop your donations in the narthex or with Sarah in the office by
September 21st
We will be packing our college connection boxes on September 28th during
coffee hour.

Mark your Calendars!

Ort Farms Fundraising Weekend
October 19th and 20th
(Weekend AFTER Columbus Day)
Friday Oct. 17th - Set Up

Saturday Oct. 18th and Sunday Oct. 19th
Concession stand open 9AM - 7PM

It takes the whole congregations help, to raise funds that we give away to
those in need, throughout the coming year.

11
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R ke/a)( n.)mur . .
I August Birthdays
(R % Lazy summer afternoons, walks along the beach,
- sailing on a quiet lake, rocking on a hammock in the shade.
I hope you get to do a few of these simple pleasures,
on which August days are made.

Happy Birthday!

1 Tami Ochs 21 Richard Kohler
Eric Snyder 23 David Weth
2 Dominic Bonina 24 Peggy Humcke
3 Ryleigh Jardim 25 Megan Dunbar
5 Elaine Kesler Ryann Johnson
6 Eleanor McBee 26 John Trethaway
Matthew Wehrenberg Julia Trethaway
7 Elizabeth Ochs 31 Amelia Davis
Matthew Ochs Martina Frommeyer
11 Teagan Shakespeare Matthew Spada
12 Sarah Scudese Pastor Ingrid Wengert
13 Justin Herrmann Brayden Whalen
15 Greg Brown John Zeier
18 Sarah Rooney

Summer Fun ~Bg
Why did the battery go on summer vacation? He needed to recharge. @
How did the boy tide pool impress the girl tide pool? He showed off his mussels.

Why do seagulls fly over the ocean? Because if they flew over the bay, they’d be bagels.
What did the baby corn say to the mommy corn? Where’s pop corn?

Why wasn’t the killer whale in a band? Because it was in the orca-stra.

What did the pig say on a hot summer day? I’m bacon.

12
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