
  

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853 

  phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org 

               For the Members and Friends  of  Zion Lutheran Church  
           December 2025 

         The  Long Valley 

   Lutheran 

                                                 Sundays in December 
Worship alternates  between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed 
on   Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our 
website . 

December 7,  Second Sunday of Advent 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 
5:00PM Zion Concert & Tree Lighting 

December 14, Third Sunday of Advent 
8:30AM Sunday School (for some classes, check with you teachers) 
9:30 AM  Service of Holy Communion 
10:45AM Sunday School Pageant followed by brunch 
 

December 28, First Sunday of Christmas 
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Lessons & Carols service 
 

December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:30AM Sunday School Christmas service project 
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion / Cantata 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276


2 

 
 

 
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 
Tel: (908) 876-3547 

E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
Website: zionlongvalley.org 

 
 
    

  
 
 
 

Like us on  Facebook at  
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley” 

 
Pastor:  Pastor  Ingrid  Wengert 
Cell:  (215) 692-2091 
Email:  Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
 
Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese 
 
Minister of  Music: Marilyn Hibler 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
9:30AM Worship with live-stream. 

  
 

 
 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
MEMBERS/OFFICERS: 

 
 

President:  Tom Scudese 
Vice President:  Eric Snyder 

Secretary:  Courtney Derr 
Treasurer:  Ron Schulz 

 
Members: 

Burt Horner 
Marcia Horner 
Elaine Kesler 

Karen Newquist 
Lori Prussack 

Larry Salvatore 
Christine Stabile 

 
      

 

 

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN  
NURSERY SCHOOL 

11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 
Long Valley, NJ 07853 

Tel: (908) 876-4115 
Fax: (908) 876-4959 

E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com 
Website: longvalleychristian.com 

 
LVCNS Director……...... Meghan Bridge 
Bus. Administrator….Cyndy Thompson 

 

 

 
Articles may be sent to the church                      

office via email at 
   zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or 
left in Sarah Scudese’s mail box  

in the Parish Center.  
Please make sure all articles are sent a week  

before the end of the month. 
 

Office Hours 
Parish Secretary Sarah  

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish 

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure 

we are here. 

  (908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Ingrid 

 M-Th mornings  

Pastor Ingrid’s day off  each week is Friday. 

(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 

In this issue: 
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 New Advent Hymn 
There are many amazing Advent hymns – both ancient and modern – that 
we don’t yet know that would enrich our preparation for Christmas, and 
so we shall learn a new Advent song this season. The contemporary sing-
ers already sang it as their anthem on the 1st Sunday, next we’ll hear it as 
a prelude, and then we’ll sing it together on the 3rd Sunday of Advent.  
    
Many Advent songs are composed in a plaintive minor key, so as to touch more easily the longing 
that is deep within us, for God to renew us and the whole creation. Just as we prepare for Easter by 
turning inward at Lent to realize once again why we need resurrection, so too we prepare for 
Christmas by turning inward during Advent – to realize why we need God-in-the-flesh in this 
world and our lives. 
     
The song we’ll learn this year was written by a couple, who, from the time they were married in 
1949 wrote a hymn and tune each year for their annual Christmas letter to family & friends. This 
hymn comes from 1969, during the “God-is-dead” cultural period and the Vietnam War. The tune 
has a wistful folk-like character. It bears witness to our longing for Jesus to come and reign as we 
face age, war, grief and the darkness of winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Beloved Christmas hymn 
Silent Night, Holy Night is almost everyone’s favorite Christmas hymn, especially when sung by 
candlelight! The words were written as a poem by an assistant priest in Austria, who in 1818, 
faced a Christmas Eve without organ music as it was damaged during recent flooding. He brought 
the poem to the organist who came up with a tune by nightfall. It was originally sung by a duet 
and choir, accompanied by a guitar and the congregation, which only sang the final 2 lines (“Sleep 
in heavenly peace”) as it’s a complex piece for a congregation to sing. 
    

Singing it by candlelight became popular after German and British troops started an unofficial and 
unexpected ceasefire during World War I, when, by legend, German soldiers placed candles in the 

trenches and the troops began singing Christmas carols, including Silent Night. 
    

A hopeful Advent and joyous Christmastide to you and yours, dear church family! 

1. Each winter as the year grows older, 
     We each grow older, too. 
     The chill sets in a little colder; 
     The verities we knew 
     Seem shaken and untrue 
             
2.  When race and class cry out for treason, 
     When sirens call for war, 
     they overshout the voice of reason  
     and scream till we ignore 
     all we held dear before. 
    
3. Yet I believe beyond believing 
    That life can spring from death, 

  That we can catch our breath 
   And turn transfixed by faith. 
 
4. So even as the sun is turning 
    to journey to the north, 
    the living flame, in secret burning, 
    can kindle on the earth 
    and bring God's love to birth. 
 
5. O Child of ecstasy and sorrows, 
     O Prince of peace and pain, 
    brighten today's world by tomorrow's  
    Renew our lives again; 
    Lord Jesus, come and reign! 

Each Winter as the Year Grows Older 
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Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who 
suffer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.  
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to 
bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, 
and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they 
may joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

We pray for:  
 

 

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione 

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Karen Boitz, Charles Dauchert,  

Robert Sauerwein, June Sweeney 

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Keith Correll, Carl Gerhard 

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez 

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster 

Friend of Corey & Courtney Derr: Gennaro Bryant 

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford 

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito 

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Eric & Pat Refsdal, Joann Yanchek,  

Family of  Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen 

Friend of Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman 
Friends & family of  Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus  

Friend of Karen Newquist: Don Robinson 

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack 

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie 

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis 

Family of Linda Tucker: Larry Tucker 

Friend & family of Dottie Weis:  Betton Caws, Rob Engelbrecht, Lynne & Greg Kean 
 

Members of Zion: 

Ellen Blaine, Andrea, Matt  & Sara Dunbar, Donna East, Rob Johnson, Reinhard Schwartz, 

Dottie Tureson 

 

 Prayer requests will also appear in the insert each week.  
Please contact the church office for 

 additions, to make updates, or with questions. 
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Appointed Worship Readings for December 
 

Worship         Old or New Testament    
  Date                               Readings                             Psalm             Gospel 
                                     

December 7, Isaiah 11:1-10/ Romans 15:4-13           Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19        Matthew 3:1-12 

December 14, Isaiah 35:1-10/ James 5:7-10                 Psalm 146:5-10             Matthew 11:2-11 

December 21, Isaiah 7:10-16/ Romans 1:1-7         Psalm 80 1-7, 17-19            Matthew 1:18-25        

December 28,  Jeremiah 23:1-6 / Colossians 1:11-20              Psalm 46                  Luke 23:33-43 

Advent 
  

                      You can experience the gift of Advent  
 
In Sunday worship, especially on 11/30, 12/7, and 12/14  
(12/21 is our Christmas Cantata)  
Children’s Advent table tent. Read the scripture for the 
week and say a simple prayer. 
Adult Advent devotion booklet. 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

               12/24  Christmas Eve 
 
 

4:00PM Family-friendly service of Holy Communion with candlelight 

8:00PM Live-streamed Service of Holy Communion with candlelight 
    

Don’t forget to pick up you Poinsettias after the 8PM worship on Christmas Eve, or 12/28 

Decorate our sanctuary for Christmas 
Poinsettias can be purchased to decorate the sanctuary 
at Christmas. Please complete the attached form by        
December 15th. See the order form here. 
 
Also - Please stay after worship on the 21st to help     
decorate our tree, we would love the help! 

file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/Communication/Bulletin Inserts - Repeating/Poinsettias/Yearly Poinsettias Happenings form 2025.pdf
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TUESDAY  
AFTERNOON  
BIBLE STUDY  

 
 

Will meet for bible study in the Faith 

Hall Splash room at 1:30pm. 

 

 

Morning Mom’s Group 
If you'd like to get together   

with other moms for conver-

sation & encouragement, 

                           Please let Pastor Ingrid know,  

                    

 

 

    Christmas Events 

 
 
 

 
 
Christmas Giving Tree - We will  be helping to provide Christ-
mas gifts for those in need this year. Our Giving Tree will provide 
gifts to LVCAP (Long Valley Community Assistance Program) & DA-
SACC ( Domestic Abuse & Sexual Assault Crisis Center).  
Please see link here & there will be a  "tree" in the Narthex.  

 
 
 

December 14th Christmas Sunday School Pageant 
Hello from all of us in Sunday School. We’re here to tell you about 

our Christmas pageant. On Dec 14th at 10:30AM  Our play at 
10:45AM tells the age old story of when Jesus was born. There will 
be a potluck brunch in Faith Hall after the play. Please sign-up here 

if you can bring something. Come enjoy the food & fellowship. 
 

 
 
December 21st Christmas Cantata - It will be such a 
treat to hear our choir again, please come and enjoy this special ser-
vice at 9:30 AM. 
 

Long Valley Christmas Tree Lighting 12/7 
Our annual concert begins in the sanctuary at 5 PM and will once 
again feature local musical talent, including WMC High School. 
Town-wide Holiday Happenings will begin at 3PM. Business along 
Schooley's Mt Rd will be open and be holding holiday festivities and 
events, ending at Zion for the tree lighting at 6PM.  

There will be a Cookie reception after the Tree Lighting. 
Please sign-up here to bring cookies. 

mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KRV8dH0fYPVvhIoco3RDgcSTO_tdWah4VuBn2mVyML0/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4BACAF2CAA8-potluck
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4BACAF2CAA8-60764078-tree
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Parish Life 

Would you like to join Zion? 

We' will be receiving new members this winter. There is a 3-

hour class with Lutheran 101 & Zion 101 aspects. We then 

officially receive new members during worship with a prayer. 

Date TBD by new members.  

Please let Pastor Ingrid know if you're interested.  

 
Thank you! 
  
We are counting our blessings for  
everyone that came out for Clean-Up 
Day. Especially all our scouts families. 
Nothing cleans up leaves quicker than 
a swarm of young energetic boy 
scouts! 
Thank you to Brian for organizing! 

 
If you haven't returned your estimate of giving card, please do 
so, as this really helps us to plan for next year! 

mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=interested%20in%20joining%20Zion
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                                                           Congratulations to Joseph Snyder 

LVMS Student Council President  
 
Joseph Snyder has been elected Student Council 

President at LVMS.  This was something he set his 

sights on last year, and we are thrilled to see it come 

to fruition.  His first responsibility was helping to 

make the Halloween Dance a success by selling tick-

ets before-hand and pizza at the event.  He ran on 

hoping to get paper towels in the bathrooms as well 

as in hopes of finding more events for the student 

body.  No doubt he'll learn quite a bit about how the 

school is run and we hope he'll enjoy this responsi-

bility.   

 

                                                                                   - Candice Snyder 

 Thank you to Victoria Dougherty for organizing the 
Trick or Trunk, the kids had a blast and a lot more 
candy:) The cars were amazing! 
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Social Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Robert Brobst on achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout, a distinction earned by fewer than five percent of all 
Scouts nationwide. His award ceremony was held here at Zion on 
November  8th.  
    

I would like to give a sincere thank you to the Zion Lutheran 
Church congregation for their support from the beginning of my 
scouting journey as my charter church for Troop 136. 
    

 My Eagle Scout project wouldn’t have been possible without council’s approval, your gener-
ous donations, and those that helped attach the pew racks. I really appreciate the money 
raised to fund this project and personal time given as well.  
 
Thank you,  
Robbie Brobst 

Winter Youth Retreats — Wildly Together! 
This winter, kids and youth are invited to experience a weekend of fun, 

faith, and friendship at Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center! This 

year’s theme, “Wildly Together,” invites kids and youth to connect, ex-

plore, and grow in faith—while having a blast. 
     

 Elementary Retreat (Grades 3–5): February 6–8 

                          Middle & High School Retreat (Grades 6–12): March 6–8 

Cost is $95 per participant, including meals and lodging. Don’t miss out—register today              

at www.crossroadsretreat.com/youth-retreats! 

 Long Valley Lutheran  December  2025 

 
Save the Date for a Community Service Day 1/19/2026 
Monday 1/19 at Valley View Chapel. Take time to help put to-
gether snack& personal care kits for Faith Kitchen and          

DASAAC. 

https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/youth-retreats?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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                  LVCNS Monthly Update 
In preschool there is nothing we enjoy more than preparing for 

Christmas. It's a busy time of year. Singing at the community tree 

lighting, preparing for our programs and making fun festive crafts.  
 

 On December 10/11th, we will be celebrating Baby Jesus’s Birth-

day in the chapel. We will sing Happy Birthday and celebrate His 

birthday with Ice cream sundaes. Classes will make a special craft to bring home.  

  

We would love to invite you to our Christmas programs on December 17th and 18th at 9am and 

10:30am,the Pre-K and Tk will be performing the nativity Scene at our 10:30am performances 

  

Have a little one at home between the ages of 2 and a half - 6 years old? Call Meghan to 

set up a tour of the nursery school.  

SAVE THE DATE~ REGISTRATION for the 2026-2027 school year: Jan 26th will be 

Church Members, Jan 28th will be current & former fami-

lies @7am. Plan to be here  early.  (Jan 29th current families/

snow date) Jan 30th, New Families can register   

  
Thank you to those of you who participated in our Stuff the Car 

event for LVCAP. We definitely made a huge difference in stock-

ing the shelves. Thank you also for participating in our poinsettia 

sale. The profit will go directly to the students of Long Valley 

Christian.  

 Chapel Helper 

 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
SCHOOLEY'S MOUNTAIN FIRE COMPANY 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH 
8AM-12PM 
 
Featuring Music with Angela Barth 
  
231 Schooley's Mountain Road Washington Township, NJ  
Adults $12, Seniors/Military $10, Children $7 
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 December Birthdays 
  

Hope your birthday twinkles with lights, 
laughter and warm memories. 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 

 
16 Wesley Spada 
 

17 Sheri Sabino  
   Melissa Sgambati 
 
18 Barry Buchanan 
      

22 Harry Bullock 

    Rob Brobst 

    Caleb Hooker 
       

25 Jesus 
          

26 Meghan Horner Callow 

    Brooke Edwards      
     

31 Dave Bataille 

     

  
 2  Taylor Weth  
        

 4  Sue Guterl 
         

 6  Lori Andershonis 
    Amanda Ito 
        

 8  Malainie Hibler Stoma 
      

 9 Marcia Davidson 
    

11 Marilyn Spengler 
          

12 George Collard 
 

15 Jean Seewald 
 

16 Wesley Spada 
 

17 Sheri Sabino  
   Melissa Sgambati 

 

 What did Adam say on the day before Christmas? 

 [It's Christmas, Eve!]  

 Who does Santa call when his sleigh breaks down?  

 The Abominable Towman 

 What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?  
 A Christmas  quacker. 
 Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A mince spy! 

 Knock, Knock! Who’s There? 
          Murray. 
               Murray who? 

                                                           Murray Christmas to you! 
 


