e For the Members and Friends of Zion Lutheran Church
R January 2026

e é«fﬂ The Long Valley
ks ¢ % Lutheran

Sundays 1n January

Worship alternates between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed
on Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our
website .

WEATHER: The rare decision to cancel worship is made on Saturday. Please check, email,
FBook & our website.

January 4, Second Sunday of Christmas
8:30AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

January 11, First Sunday after Epiphany
8:30AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

January 18, Second Sunday after Epiphany
8:30AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

January 25, Third Sunday after Epiphany
8:30AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853
phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-3547

E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com

Website: zionlongvalley.org

L T)

Like us on Facebook at
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley”

Pastor: Pastor Ingrid Wengert

Cell: (215) 692-2091

Email: Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com
Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese

Minister of Music: Marilyn Hibler

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30AM Worship with live-stream.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS/OFFICERS:

President: Tom Scudese
Vice President: Eric Snyder
Secretary: Courtney Derr
Treasurer: Ron Schulz

Members:
Burt Horner
Marcia Horner
Elaine Kesler
Karen Newquist
Lori Prussack
Larry Salvatore
Christine Stabile

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN

NURSERY SCHOOL
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-4115
Fax: (908) 876-4959
E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com
Website: longvalleychristian.com

LVCNS Director............ Meghan Bridge
Bus. Administrator....Cyndy Thompson

Office Hours
Parish Secretary Sarah

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure
we are here.

(908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley(@gmail.com

Pastor Ingrid

M-Th mornings
Pastor Ingrid’s day off each week is Friday.
(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert(@gmail.com
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$, O office via email at
)/
-4
in the Parish Center.

%9 Articles may be sent to the church
zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or
left in Sarah Scudese’s mail box
Please make sure all articles are sent a week
before the end of the month.



about:blank
about:blank

People who make New Year’s resolutions tend to look at January as an opportunity, a clean slate,
and a time for change. Well, what if New Year happened every week? A New Year that happened
to us, in which our slates were wiped clean and we were changed?

That’s precisely what happens when the Holy Spirit comes to us through Word and Meal every
week. The Spirit works through them, to reveal our sin, forgive us, and raise up in us the new cre-
ation that trusts Christ. The ink of selfishness, complacency, guilt and shame that stains our hearts
is erased, and we are sent back into the world with fresh hearts that feel more deeply for our
neighbors... with minds that think in terms of opportunity...and with eyes that see the world dif-
ferently.

Of course, this doesn’t last very long, for the sinner in us and the forces for evil in the world soon
tempt us back to the old grind, with shallow hearts, cynical minds and eyes focused only on “me,
myself and I.” No wonder God gives us a new year each week! We so desperately need to be
made new that frequently, at least.

We are invited to New Year’s festivities (meal included) this coming Sunday and every Sunday
thereafter.
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Ou% Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who
suffer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.
I_.OVK Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to
bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit,
and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they
may joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for:

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Karen Boitz, Charles Dauchert,
Robert Sauerwein, June Sweeney

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Keith Correll, Carl Gerhard

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster

Friend of Corey & Courtney Derr: Gennaro Bryant

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Eric & Pat Refsdal, Joann Yanchek,
Family of Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen

Friend of Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman
Friends & family of Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus

Friend of Karen Newquist: Don Robinson

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis
Friend & family of Dottie Weis: Betton Caws, Rob Engelbrecht, Lynne & Greg Kean

Members of Zion:
Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt Dunbar, Donna East, Rob Johnson, Reinhard Schwartz,
Dottie Tureson

Prayer requests will also appear in the insert each week.
Please contact the church office for
additions, to make updates, or with questions.
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ZION FINANCIAL REPORT IN IAL

FULL YEAR 2025 (Note: NOT FINAL 2025 results, some amounts are estimated) HEALTH
2025 Actual versus Budget OPERATING 2025 Actual versus 2024 Actual

Full Year Full Year (un)Favor Full Year Full Year (un)Favor

2025 Act 2025 Bud Variance 2025 Act 2024 Act Variance
$294,924 $276,100 $18,824 |Income $294,924 $297,440 ($2,516)

Expenses

$154,025 $155,606 $1,581 | Staff & Related Expenses $154,025 $149,449 ($4,576)
$118,482 $109,783 ($8,699)| Administrative Expenses $118,482 $111,738 ($6,744)
$26,393 $24,511 ($1,882)| Committee Expenses $26,393 $23,618 ($2,775)
$298,900 $289,900 ($9,000)|Total Expenses $298,900 $284,804 ($14,095)
($3,976) ($13,800) $9,824 |Operating Income (Deficit) ($3,976) $12,635 ($16,611)

2025 Actual vs Budget: Revenue favorable $18.824; Operating Income favorable $9.824

The positive revenue resulted principally from one family along with increased giving from the Congregation as a whole. Staff &
Related Expenses were essentially at Budget. Administrative Expenses were significantly unfavorable especially for utilities ($3,073)
due mostly to higher rates, snow removal ($2,509), and more repairs ($7,395) offset in part by lower insurance increases $2,291.

2025 Actual vs 2024 Actual: Revenue unfavorable ($2,516); Operating Income unfavorable ($16,611)

Revenue was lower due mostly to a family relocating out of the area but was significantly offset by another family's larger
contributions along with the overall Congregation increasing their donations. Staff & Related increased cost was expected as
staff were awarded increases. The Administrative Expenses increase over 2024 were again due to the significant rates hikes
and some higher usage in utilities ($4,648), more snow events ($2,968) and higher facility repairs ($1,343) offset in part by lower
costs for computer-related expenses $1,527.

NON-OPERATING Beginning Ending

Balance Receipts Payments Transfers Balance
Earnings $56,961 $15,382 $1,796 $1,000 $71,547
Ministries $36,114 $22,426 $22,861 ($144) $35,535
Seasonal Events $2,679 $2,136 $1,863 ($681) $2,272
Property and Capital $0 $0 $11,861 $12,000 $139
Mortgage $48,612 $28,287 $56,800 $0 $20,099
Memorial Funds - Unrestricted $30,176 $201,375 $806 ($12,175) $218,569
Memorial Funds - Restricted $103,288 $0 $0 $0 $103,288
Total $277,830 $269,606 $95,987 $0 $451,449

Earnings $15,382 came from investments at CDs at PNC Bank $1,616 , ELCA Mission $949, Thrivent $436 and PASI $12,381.
The ending balance of Zion's investments are in PNC CDs $212,968, ELCA $27,857, Thrivent $11,193, and PASI $166,606. The
Non-Operating checking accounts (PNC + ELCA demand account) total $32,825.

Ministries revenues $22,426 were mostly from the Ort Farm event $16,500 and proceeds from dinners for Youth $3,608, while
disbursements were for the Ort Farm event $7,615 and donations made to International groups via ELCA $6,500, local groups
$3,900 and families in need $2,000.

In Memorial Funds - Unrestricted: Zion received the first half of a donation in 2025 from the Ten Hove estate $201,375.

The Mortgage received $28,287 from Congregation members including a $10,000 from one family (which was immediately sent
as a paydown of principal). The remaining $46,800 payments for the mortgage were for principal $38,736 plus additionally paid
principal each month ($139 x 12) $1,668, and interest of $6,396. The Mortgage balance started the year at $134,358 and the
balance at 12/31/2025 is $83,955.

Prepared by: Ron Schulz, Treasurer
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Epiphany Star Words - Those who desire will be
invited to take a “star word” as they return from
Communion on January 4. On each star is printed a the-

matical word from scripture and the passage from which it was |

taken. The word you choose can be used as an intention or N = ﬂ

guiding word throughout the year and also as part of your pray- { :
7 a

er life. Typically, participants are encouraged to trust the
word they have drawn, and not to replace it, but to consider it to be a gift. On the other
hand, it’s not to be seen as a magical word (e.g., a word that God somehow magical-
ly gets to you). The words are themes from scripture and can be used in a helpful, sup-
portive, upbuilding way for many people. You can place the star word somewhere you
will see it regularly throughout the year to invite consistent reflection on how God has
moved through, around, or in connection to that word.

Thank you once again to all our Christmas elves who decorate the
Sanctuary every year!

Appointed Worship Readings for January

Worship Old or New Testament

Date Readings Psalm Gospel
January 4, Jeremiah31:7-14/ Ephesians 1:3-14 Psalm 147:12-20 John 1:[1-9]10-18
January 11, Isaiah 42:1-9/ Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 29 Matthew 3:13-17
January 18, Isaiah 49:1-7/ 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Psalm 40:1-11 John 1:29-42

January 25, Isaiah 9:1-4 / 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 Matthew 4:12-23
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TUESDAY
AFTERNOON

""" Morning Mom’s Group
BIBLE STUDY

If you'd like to get together
\\ > | with other moms for conver-

sation & encouragement,
Please let Pastor Ingrid know, Will meet for bible study in the Faith

Hall Splash room at 1:30pm.

Confirmation 2026 Schedule

Tuesday 2/17 6-7PM - Confirmand Mentor Night and Congregation Dinner.
Confirmation Classes resume on Mondays - 2/23, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16, 3/23

Wednesday 5/20 6-7PM - Confirmand Mentor Night / Congregation Dinner
Saturday 5/23 9:30-10AM - Rehearsal for 8th graders
Saturday 5/24 9:30AM Worship Service - Rite of Confirmation for 8th Graders.

The Annual Congregation Meeting

Sunday February 1st
Will be held on February Ist after the 9:30AM service in Faith

Hall. Refreshments will be available.
Financial update will be on 1/18 after worship.
The full report will be available on 1/25

Giving Envelopes
= The 2026 giving envelopes can be picked up in the
- Narthex.
If you would like to pick up during office hours,
please call Sarah and she will have them ready.
Any questions please contact Barb Schulz.



mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
mailto:BarbaraLSchulz@gmail.com?subject=Giving%20Envelopes
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A big thank you to all our concert particpants.
They were amazing as always!

Thank you to the Mayor for his greeting and the children of LVCNS for starting everything
off. Our high school youth groups The Loreleis, Noteworthies and Howlers are always a
crowd favorite! We had some local musicians, Joel Demnitz and duo Andy Meisner and Jus-
tin Stephenson. Zion’s own Choir and Mary Daly and her bluegrass finished out the night
with a Christmas carol singalong. The tree lights had a little glitch but decided to light before
Santa came by.

Thank you to Charlie Davidson and Burt Horner for always figuring out everything Tree
Light related!!

A big Thank you to all our cookie makers.

EH Please see the article written in the
{ Observer Tribune here.All about our
Holiday Happenings!



file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/Communication/Happening articles/Holiday Happenings bring the Christmas spirit to downtown Long Valley By MARK KITCHIN Staff Writer.pdf
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: Chﬂ&r@nlﬁ This years Christmas Pageant had a few ups and
PTO@MM downs! 6’ of snow instead of 2” made it tricky for
(A @ some to make it, but we eventually decided to go

ahead with who ever could get there. Thank you to
== all the teachers that jumped in and played any miss-
ing parts, and a big thank you to Stephen Davis for jumping in and di-
recting. I think it turned out to be just perfect :)
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Social Ministry

IN LOVE.

Quilting Day

Saturday
January 31st
9AM - 4PM
in Faith Hall

No experience necessary!

We need people who cannot sew but want to help (pin, tie knots, cut, iron)
We are also in need of people who can sew and their sewing machines.
all hands are needed and welcomel!

Food and fellowship provided
For more information please see Judy Bumpus.

MLK Day

Sponsored by the Long Valley Clergy

When: Monday, January 19th at 10am

Where: Valley View Chapel
Supporting Faith Kitchen, Dover

You can help in two ways:
Donations needed for Snack Packs (7o be assembled together on 1/19)

® Kleenex Packs (travel size)
® Beef Jerky (individual packets)

The Super Bowl! will take place this year
“on February 8, 2026, and Zion will once

SOE/l) ER again participate in the “"Souper Bowl of

B'WL Caring” that weekend. Donations of

e V1| el canned and other food items will benefit
our local food pantry operated by the

Long Valley Community Assistance Program (LVCAP).

Collection bins for food items will be located in the narthex.

Vote for your favorite team by placing your soup cans in your

10




LVCNS Monthly Update

CHRISTIAN
NURSERY
SCHOOL

Happy New Year! Welcome 2026! T hope everyone had a
relaxing and peaceful Christmas. We are excited to have
everyone back with us and to take on the rest of the
school year. We have many exciting things in store for this
year. We are looking forward to some fun enrichment activities and our beloved
VIP day.

Have a little one at home between the ages of 2 and a half - 6 years old?
SAVE THE DATE~ REGISTRATION for the 2026-2027 school year:

Jan 26th will be church members, Jan 28th will be current & former fami-
lies @7am. Plan to be here early. (Jan 29th current families/snow date) Jan
30™, New Families can register

Info to follow on the process for registration. Only $60 will secure your place-
ment in, hopefully, your first-choice class for 2026-2027. More information
about class choices will be coming home in early January. Call us for a tour.

Would you like to join Zion?

¥ We' will be receiving new members this winter. There is a
NEW

| . 3-hour class with Lutheran 101 & Zion 101 aspects. We
Membeis &b then officially receive new members during worship with
Class ¥ _
a prayer. The class will be Saturday 2/7 at 9AM

Please let Pastor Ingrid know if you're interested, so
materials can be prepared.

11



mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=interested%20in%20joining%20Zion
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January Birthdays

Born in the month of new beginnings, may you start
every day of your new year with renewed strength,
love, and happiness. Happy Birthday!

Happy Birthday Happy Birthday!
1 Morgan Forlenza 13 Emmett Callow
3 Peter Trethaway 16 Everly Cox
6 Stephen Davis Beth Johnson
8 Tom Scudese 19 James Carkuff Jr.
Lucy Taylor Bill Howell
9 Juliette Muttart 20 Paul Litwiller
11 Millie Salandra 21 Rob Johnson
25 Ava Boeckel

What does the little Champagne bottle call his father? Pop!

Why should you stand on one leg on New Year's Eve? To start the new year on the right foot.
What does the man with no hair sing at midnight? Bald Lang Syne.
My New Year's resolution is to procrastinate. I'll start tomorrow.

They say New York City has the best New Year's celebration, but I say it's overrated. Every
year they drop the ball.

Knock, knock! Who's there? Razor.
Razor who? Razor glass and toast to a happy new year.

G




