
  

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853 

  phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org 

               For the Members and Friends  of  Zion Lutheran Church  
           February 2026 

         The  Long Valley 

   Lutheran 

                                                 Sundays in February 
Worship alternates  between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed 
on   Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our 
website . 
 
WEATHER: The rare decision to cancel worship is made on Saturday. Please check, email, 
FBook & our website. 

February 1,  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 

February 8, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM  Service of Holy Communion, New Members 
 

February 22, First Sunday in Lent 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Baptism 
10:45AM Annual Congregation Meeting 

February 15, Transfiguration of Our Lord 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, First Communion 
10:45AM Adult Forum, “Revelation” led by Fred Humcke 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 
Tel: (908) 876-3547 

E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
Website: zionlongvalley.org 

 
 
    

  
 
 
 

Like us on  Facebook at  
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley” 

 
Pastor:  Pastor  Ingrid  Wengert 
Cell:  (215) 692-2091 
Email:  Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
 
Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese 
 
Minister of  Music: Marilyn Hibler 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
9:30AM Worship with live-stream. 

  
 

 
 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  
MEMBERS/OFFICERS: 

 
 

President:  Tom Scudese 
Vice President:  Eric Snyder 

Secretary:  Courtney Derr 
Treasurer:  Ron Schulz 

 
Members: 

Burt Horner 
Marcia Horner 
Elaine Kesler 

Karen Newquist 
Lori Prussack 

Larry Salvatore 
Christine Stabile 

 
      

 

 

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN  
NURSERY SCHOOL 

11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 
Long Valley, NJ 07853 

Tel: (908) 876-4115 
Fax: (908) 876-4959 

E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com 
Website: longvalleychristian.com 

 
LVCNS Director……...... Meghan Bridge 
Bus. Administrator….Cyndy Thompson 

 

 

 
Articles may be sent to the church                      

office via email at 
   zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or 
left in Sarah Scudese’s mail box  

in the Parish Center.  
Please make sure all articles are sent a week  

before the end of the month. 
 

Office Hours 
Parish Secretary Sarah  

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish 

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure 

we are here. 

  (908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Ingrid 

 M-Th mornings  

Pastor Ingrid’s day off  each week is Friday. 

(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 

In this issue: 
 
Sunday Worship…………...…………....pg.1 
Pastors Page …………………...……….pg.3 
Prayer Concerns………..……………….pg.4 
Financials……………………………….pg.5 
Readings & Worship………….............pg.6-7 
Parish Life…...………….……...........pgs.8-9 
Social Ministry…………………….…..pg.10 
LVCNS Update………………...............pg.11 
February Birthdays..……….…….….....pg.12 
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We have some big news to share with you: Marilyn Hibler has announced that she will be retiring 

in 2026.  

       

She has served Zion as Choir Director and Organist for over 62 years so it’s not too surprising that 

she’s decided to retire! She started at Zion in late fall of 1964 as organist and sometime choir lead-

er, but has been doing both since 1978. 

          

We are truly going to miss her in this role! She is very talented in leading the choir to sound their 

best, and she’s also quite legendary at being able to play without sheet music in a pinch. 

               

True to Marilyn’s generous nature, she has said “I will stay until you find somebody.” Given how 

difficult it is to find a church musician these days, we will take her up on it, but without taking   

advantage! 

           

The new Council will appoint a search committee that will keep the congregation apprised of its 

progress. We’ll also form a committee to make sure we celebrate Marilyn’s years with Zion. 

          

This will be a big transition for the congregation. It’s the end of an era. Please keep in your pray-

ers the search committee, the congregation and Marilyn herself!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Marilyn Hibler 1987 
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         Long Valley Lutheran February 2026 

 
Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who 
suffer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.  
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to 
bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, 
and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they 
may joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

We pray for:  
 

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione 

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Karen Boitz, Charles Dauchert,  

Robert Sauerwein, June Sweeney 

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Keith Correll, Carl Gerhard 

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez 

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster 

Friend of Corey & Courtney Derr: Gennaro Bryant 

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford 

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito 

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Eric & Pat Refsdal, Joann Yanchek,  

Family of  Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen 

Friend of Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman 
Friends & family of  Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus  

Friend of Karen Newquist: Don Robinson 

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack 

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie 

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis 

Friend & family of Dottie Weis:  Betton Caws, Rob Engelbrecht, Lynne & Greg Kean 
  

Friends of Zion: Robert Sauerwein 
 

Members of Zion: 

Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt  Dunbar, Donna East, Rob Johnson, Reinhard Schwartz,          

Dottie Tureson 

 

Those Serving in the Military: 

James Carkuff, Mike Cordes, Nickolas Davis, John Patrick Hurley 

Please contact the office to make additions or changes 
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Appointed Worship Readings for February 
 

Worship         Old or New Testament    
  Date                               Readings                             Psalm             Gospel 
                                     

February 1, Micah 6:1-8/1 Corinthians 1:18-31                   Psalm 15                  Matthew 5:1-12 

February 8, Isaiah 58:1-9a[9b-12]/1 Corinthians 2:1-12   Psalm 112:1-9[10]  Matthew 5:13-20             

February 15, Exodus 24:12-18/2 Peter 1:16-21                    Psalm 2                   Matthew 17::1-9      

February 22, Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7/Romans 5:12-19         Psalm 22                  Matthew 4:1-11 

Lent is God’s Gift to Us 
 
What is Lent? 
Lent is mostly known in our culture as a time to give up something 
good; however, it’s really far more meaningful and life-giving than 
that!  At heart, Lent is about seeing that we need forgiveness, and 
about experiencing God’s forgiveness.  For Lutherans in particular, Lent isn’t a season of 
sacrifice, but rather, a gift of time by which God re-orients us: from insecure, self-centered 
people into forgiven, other-centered people. 
 
Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Dinner 2/17 6PM - for adults & children (see pg. 10 for details) 
 
No matter what it’s called – Shrove Tuesday, Mardi Gras, Fastnacht – this night is a celebra-
tion before the somber season of Lent begins the next day.  On Tuesday night we eat pan-
cakes for dinner and conclude the evening by burning last year’s palms from Palm Sunday to 
make ashes for the Wednesday’s worship service.     
 
Ash Wednesday, 2/18 7:30PM  
 

We begin Lent being mindful of our mortality “You are dust, and to dust you shall re-
turn,” and returning to God’s mercy and grace.  Ashes are optional.  

Adult Forum 2/15-3/15 
 

Fred Humcke will be holding Adult Forum again on Sunday after  
worship, beginning February 15th - March 15th. 

 
The  topic will be: The Book of Revelation - Words of Encourage-
ment for Difficult Times. 
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TUESDAY  
AFTERNOON  
BIBLE STUDY  

 
 

Will meet for bible study in the Faith 

Hall Splash room at 1:30pm. 

 

Morning Mom’s Group 
If you'd like to get together   

with other moms for conver-

sation & encouragement, 

                           Please let Pastor Ingrid know,  

 

 Annual Meeting has been Rescheduled to 2/22 
So, please join us on Sunday February 22nd 

For our Annual Congregation Meeting 
It will be held after the 9:30AM service in Faith Hall.  

Refreshments will be available. 
 

This year, members of Zion will gather after worship to elect folks to Council, decide the 

spending plan and hear the highlights of the past year, including a Ten Hove bequest update. 

The annual Congregation Meeting is the highest authority in the congregation. The Congre-

gation Council meets in between annual Congregation Meetings for the less weighty and 

more operational decisions.  

Wednesday Evenings in Lent:  
Soup & Vespers 2/25-3/25 
 
6PM Soup Supper  
Join together with a small group of Christian 
friends in Lent, for a simple dinner and fellowship. 
 
7PM Lenten Vespers 
We’ll gather in the sanctuary for a 30-minute evening worship service - an ancient liturgy 
that begins in the dark with candles and proclaims Jesus to be the light of the world. 
 

New Members Class 2/7 

The next new members class will be on Saturday, 2/7 from 9am - 11am, 
and we'll receive new members with a prayer during worship on Sunday 
2/8. 
 
Please let Pastor Ingrid know if you're interested in joining the congrega-
tion so that materials can be prepared for you for 2/7.  

mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=new%20members
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We will be welcoming our new members on  

Sunday February 8th 

 
The Centrone family, Cordes family, Craig family, Kerrigan family, 

Ohliger family, Paknis family, Salerno family and Varcardiponi family. 

Parish Life 

Shrove Tuesday / Fat Tuesday 
Pancake Dinner 

 
Tuesday, February 17th 

Faith Hall Serving  
              begins at 6pm 

 

Free will donation requested, proceeds go         
towards the 2026 Youth Gathering Fund! 

 

Bring a friend 
Activities for children too 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Save the Date, Saturday March 28th for  
Zion’s annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
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Social Ministry 

 Long Valley Lutheran  February 2026 

Quilting Day 
 

 
 

Hygiene Kits for Lutheran World Relief 
 
Thank you to the Davis family for organizing the hygiene kit project. 
We also want to extend our gratitude to the Sunday School children 
who helped put all the kits together. They made 35 hygiene kits! 

 

MLK Day  - Many hands gathered to put together the snack packs to be de-
livered to Faith Kitchen, Dover. 

Thank you to everyone who came out to help make quilts for Lutheran World Relief.    
We are happy to share that 15 quilts were made! We truly appreciate your time and 
hard work in supporting this mission. 
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                  LVCNS Monthly Update 
 
Let it Snow… The children have been enjoying playing inside, 

which they rarely get to do. We normally love to put all our snow 

gear on and venture out, but boy, has it been cold. We hope when we 

play with shadows next week the groundhog has a different outlook 

for us. Hoping spring is right around the corner 

Registration is now underway. We still have spots in most of our classes for the 2026-2027 

school year. Please send your friends and family our way. Call for information and a tour 

We love February! Valentine’s day, visit from the dentist, music and Chapel.  We love seeing 

your children at school learning, playing and making new friends. Why not share these school 

days with someone special On February 21st children will be invited to bring a special adult 

VIP to school for a short session of preschool. 

Stay tuned!! We hope to run an Easter chocolate fundraiser again this year through the Choco-

late Shoppe in Long Valley   

Stay warm  
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 February Birthdays 
 

February birthdays may happen during mittens and sniffles weather, but 
is full of optimism as the promise of spring is just around the corner. 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

12 Jenny Boeckel 

13 Michael Jardim 

    Megan Weth 

17 Timothy Hanft 

20 Sheila Blaine 

21 Natalie Staada 

22 Tripp Wehrenberg 

 

 
     

  

4  Rebecca Rasmussen 

     Olivia Johnston 

     Marlena Schilke 

5   Kara Olsen    

6   Brooklyn Zeier 

7   Isabella Brobst 

9   Thomas Ito 

11  Dean Forlenza 

  

 

 

Who is Frosty's favorite aunt? Aunt Arctica. 
 
When does winter begin? When autumn leaves. 
 
What happened when an icicle landed on the girl's head? It knocked her out cold! 
 
Why was the snowman rummaging through the bag of carrots? He was picking his nose. 
 
What do you call an old snowman? Water. 
 
What did the wool hat say to the scarf? You hang around while I go on ahead. 
 

"Knock, knock!" "Who's there?" "Icy." "Icy who?" "Icy you!" 
 
"Knock, knock!" "Who’s there?" "Lettuce." "Lettuce who?" "Lettuce in, it’s cold 
out!" 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
11 Schooleys Mountain Road 
Long Valley, New Jersey 07853 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
The Rev. Ingrid Wengert, Pastor 
Church Office: 908-876-3547 

Worship Service Sunday 9:30am 
Sunday School 8:30AM 
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Family Ministry Social Events  
All are Welcome! 

Dinners with the congregation:  
February 17, May 20; 6 -7PM 
Let somebody else cook for the night! (free will offering to support Youth gath-
ering fund). Activities / crafts for children. 

January - after church 
Snow Sledding / Tubing 

 
One snowy Sunday in  
January after church,  
weather permitting. 

 

February 17  
6-7PM 

    Pancake Dinner 
Activities/crafts for chil-

dren. Do a fun craft and watch pastor 
burn the palms for Ash Wednesday. 

March 28,  
11-12PM 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Bring your own bag and hunt outside, 
weather permitting (or in Faith Hall) Join 

us in our service project. 

May 3, 2-4PM 
Mother’s Day Tea 

 
A tea party for children and 

their mothers 
 


