
  

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853 

  phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org 

               For the Members and Friends  of  Zion Lutheran Church  
           March 2026 

         The  Long Valley 

   Lutheran 

                                                 Sundays in March 
Worship alternates  between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed 
on   Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our 
website . 
 
WEATHER: The rare decision to cancel worship is made on Saturday. Please check, email, 
FBook & our website. 

March 1,  Second Sunday in Lent 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 
10:45AM Congregation Annual Meeting 

March 8, Third Sunday in Lent 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM  Service of Holy Communion 

March 22, Fifth Sunday in Lent 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 
10:45AM Adult Forum, “Revelation” led by Fred Humcke 

March 15, Fourth Sunday in Lent 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 
10:45AM Adult Forum, “Revelation” led by Fred Humcke 

March 29, Palm Sunday  
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion: Palm procession begins outside. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 

Tel: (908) 876-3547 

E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com 

Website: zionlongvalley.org 
 

Like us on  Facebook at  
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley” 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Pastor  Ingrid  Wengert 
Cell:  (215) 692-2091 

Email:  Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese 
 

Minister of  Music: Marilyn Hibler 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
9:30AM Worship with live-stream. 

  
 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

MEMBERS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN  

NURSERY SCHOOL 
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 
Tel: (908) 876-4115 
Fax: (908) 876-4959 

E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com 
Website: longvalleychristian.com 

 
LVCNS Director……...... Meghan Bridge 
Bus. Administrator….Cyndy Thompson 

 

 

 
Articles may be sent to the church                      

office via email at 
   zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or 
left in Sarah Scudese’s mail box  

in the Parish Center.  
Please make sure all articles are sent a week  

before the end of the month. 
 

Office Hours 
Parish Secretary Sarah  

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish 

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure 

we are here. 

  (908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Ingrid 

 M-Th mornings  

Pastor Ingrid’s day off  each week is Friday. 

(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
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President:  
Vice President:   

Secretary:   
Treasurer:  Ron Schulz 

 
Members: 

Meghan Callow 
George Collard 

Jan Collard 
Bill Hibler Jr. 
Vickie Hurst 

Victoria Stabile 
Malainie Stoma 

John Visci 
Denise Visci 
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 Once Marilyn announced her retirement in January, I knew I’d 

like to devote some newsletter space to reflect upon her time at 

Zion in the role of Music  

Director.  After all, it’s been 62 years! Here, I’ll focus on Marilyn’s early years, and in 

the coming months, I’ll share stories from across the years. 
 

Born in Troy, New York, Marilyn showed early signs of her lifelong love of music so 

that by age four, she was taking piano lessons. Her passion remained strong and as a 

student at Syracuse University, she chose Music Education as her major.  In her junior 

year, she added playing the organ to her repertoire. Little did she know what role that 

would play in her life!  
 

She met Bill her junior year in college and they got married in 1963. Marilyn taught 

for one year in Elizabeth, New Jersey and for another in Long Valley. While she was 

teaching, her neighbor Stan Andrews, a beloved member of Zion, invited her to play 

at Zion. Thus, in 1964 Marilyn began to serve here in different roles, as choir director, 

organist or both. Soon and very soon, little Hiblers came onto the scene and Marilyn 

took time to stay home with her five children – 

Sarah, Melissa, Saman- tha, Malainie, and Bill 

(named for his dad), and yet still found time to 

continue with her music. Once organist Dick 

Seidel left Zion in 1977, Marilyn became full 

time with both positions, and has been founda-

tional for Zion’s wor- ship ever since.  

 

Below is Marilyn in her senior year of college, 

sitting on top of a piano instead of her typical 

place! This is one year before she began to 

serve at Zion. 
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Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who 
suffer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.  
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to 
bless our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, 
and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they 
may joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

We pray for:  
 

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione 

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Karen Boitz, Charles Dauchert,  

June Sweeney 

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Carl Gerhard 

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez 

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster 

Friend of Corey & Courtney Derr: Gennaro Bryant 

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford 

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito 

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Wayne J. Horner, Joann Yanchek,  

Family of  Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen 

Friend of Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman 
Friends & family of  Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus  

Friend of Karen Newquist: Don Robinson 

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack 

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie 

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis 

Friend & family of Dottie Weis:  Betton Caws, Rob Engelbrecht, Lynne & Greg Kean 
  

Friends of Zion: Pastor Russell & Dorothy Sauerwein 
 

Members of Zion: 

Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt  Dunbar, Donna East, Rob Johnson, Reinhard Schwartz,          

Dottie Tureson 

 

Those Serving in the Military: 

James Carkuff, Mike Cordes, Nickolas Davis, John Patrick Hurley 

Please contact the office to make additions or changes 
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Appointed Worship Readings for March 
 

Worship         Old or New Testament    
  Date                               Readings                             Psalm             Gospel 
                                     

March 1, Genesis 12:1-4a / Romans 4:1-5, 13-17              Psalm 121                     John 3:1-17 

March 8,  Exodus 17:1-7 / Romans 5:1-11                           Psalm 95                       John 4:5-42            

March 15, 1 Samuel 16:1-13 / Ephesians 5:8-14                 Psalm 23                      John 9:1-41     

March 22, Ezekiel 37:1-14 / Romans 8:6-11                         Psalm 130                    John 11:1-45 

March 29, Matthew 21:1-11 / Philippians 2:5-11            Psalm 31:9-16        Matthew 27:11-54 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings in Lent:  

Soup & Vespers 2/25-3/25 
 

Soup supper & fellowship 6 -7PM  in Faith Hall.  

We need 2 hosts/wk. 

Sign up on bulletin board or through the link here 

 

Vespers (Evening Prayer) in the sanctuary 7-7:30PM.  

 Theme: “Singing through the decades with Marilyn”  One way we’re cel ebrating 

Marilyn’s 60+ years with Zion, is by focusing on a hymn from each  decade she served 

from the 1960’s to the 2000’s (but we only have 5 weeks!). We’ll see or hear a little story 

from different members for each decade, plus we’ll also sing one of Marilyn’s favorite 

hymns. We’ll sing Holden Evening Prayer (as usual). 

         Help prepare for Easter and celebrate Marilyn on Wednesdays! 

 

Adult Forum 2/15-3/15 
 

Fred Humcke will be holding Adult Forum on Sunday after worship on 
March 15th and 22nd 
    

The  topic will be: The Book of Revelation - Words of Encouragement for 
Difficult Times. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4BACAF2CAA8-62179291-soup
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Friday, 4/3, 10:45AM  
Begins at Long Valley Presbyterian Church at 10:45AM  
The walk concludes at Zion Lutheran Church with numerous prayer 
stops in between.  
Sponsored by the Long Valley Clergy Association.  

Holy Week 
Holy Week is the most sacred week in the whole Christian year. 

It’s far more than a historical journey through Jesus’ last week – 

from the triumphal palm process, Last Supper, crucifixion through 

to the resurrection – it’s more about experiencing Jesus’ death and 

resurrection in our lives today.    

 

 

3/29 Palm Sunday 

8:30AM Sunday School 

9:30AM Begins with palm procession outside. 

4/2 Maundy Thursday 

7:30PM Holy Communion service concluding with the stripping of the altar 

4/3 Good Friday 

10:45AM - LV Good Friday Cross Walk for peace (gather at LV Presbyterian Church)              
procession to Zion with prayer stops along the way. 
7:30PM Tenebrae Service of the Word 

4/5 Easter Sunday 

9:30AM Easter Sunday service  

10:35AM Easter Bunch 
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On February 22nd we celebrated the Baptism of 
Wyatt Wolff 

Son of 
Zachary & Kiera Wolff 

 
 

Celebrate Reformation Day 2026 with the NJ Synod 
In Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany 

Reformation: Then and Now 
October 26-November 5, 2026 

 
Click here for Bishop Compton’s Invitation, Itinary & Registration info: 
https://www.njsynod.org/germanytrip 
 
Travel with Synod friends, Bishop Compton and our docent, The Rev. Dr. Kit 
Kleinhans, recently retired Dean of Trinity Lutheran Seminary.  
 
Interested?  germanytrip@njsynod.org  
Pastor Carol Lindsay, Synod Trip Coordinator 

https://www.njsynod.org/germanytrip
mailto:germanytrip@njsynod.org?subject=Germany%20Trip
mailto:germanytrip@njsynod.org
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TUESDAY  
AFTERNOON  
BIBLE STUDY  

 
 

Will meet for bible study in the Faith 

Hall Splash room at 1:30pm. 

 

Morning Mom’s Group 
If you'd like to get together   

with other moms for conver-

sation & encouragement, 

                           Please let Pastor Ingrid know,  

Thank you to all that attended the annual meeting. The new budget was           

approved for 2026, we also joyfully approved the Double the Impact Challenge!  

We would like say a big thank you to our council members ending their terms. 

We were blessed by your time and talents! 
  

Courtney Derr, Burt & Marcia Horner, Elaine Kesler, Larry Salvatore,          

 Ron Schulz, Tom Scudese, Eric Snyder and Christne Stabile. 
 

Welcome to our new council members, their roles will be determined at the next 

council meeting later this month. 
    

Meghan Callow, George Collard, Jan Collard, Bill Hibler, Jr., Vickie Hurst, 
Victoria Stabile, Malainie Stoma, John & Denise Visci 

      

          Congregation                  Council 

 Easter Flowers    

Spring is coming! Please help us decorate our   al-
tar for Easter on April 5th. Daffodils, tulips, and 
lilies are available for purchase. If you would like 
to contribute, please fill out the attached form by 
3/22. Physical forms will also be available in the 

Narthex this Sunday. Alternatively, you can place your order by 
calling or email Sarah in the office.  
 
Thank you for helping us make our sanctuary beautiful for the Easter season. 

mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group
file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/Communication/Bulletin Inserts - Repeating/Easter/Easter Flowers/Easter 2026/Easter Flowers order template - Happenings.pdf
mailto:zionlongvalley@gmail.com?subject=Easter%20Flowers
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Double Impact Challenge 
 

Double the Impact Challenge – Building Fund Update 
At our March 1 Congregational Meeting, we joyfully approved the Double the Impact Chal-

lenge! Our goal with this challenge is to raise $30,000 from our congregation, which will be 

matched by the Ten Hove Fund to help pay off our mortgage. 

After 18 years of faithful stewardship, we now have just $60,000 remaining on our mortgage. 

What an incredible milestone! 

We invite you to prayerfully consider whether you are able to make a special gift above and 

beyond your regular giving between now and Memorial Day weekend. Every dollar given to 

the Building Fund during this time will be matched — truly doubling the impact of your gen-

erosity. 

If you feel led to contribute, please be sure to designate your gift for “Double Impact” so it 

will be applied toward this effort. You can follow our progress towards our goal of $30,000 on 

the tracker displayed in the Narthex. 

Paying off our mortgage is about more than eliminating debt. It’s about freeing up resources 

so we can expand our mission — investing more deeply in outreach, youth programs, commu-

nity care, worship, and the many ways our church serves and blesses others. It’s about ensur-

ing that long after we are gone, this church remains strong, debt-free, and ready to serve. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration and faithful support as we work together 

to Double the Impact! 

Ten Hove Committee 

Tom Scudese 

Jan Collard 

Charlie Davidson 

Billy Hibler Jr. 

Burt Horner 

Candice Snyder 

Christine Stabile 

Ingrid Wengert 
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                          St Patrick's Day Dinner 
 

Sunday, March 15th 
4PM in Faith Hall 

 
Please join us for a  

Corned Beef and Cabbage Din-
ner 

Irish soda bread and dessert 
    hosted by the Kitchen Cuties! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY BRUNCH 

Sunday April 5th  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR EASTER BRUNCH 

 after worship 10:35 - 11:30AM  

 

FEATURING: Egg Casserole, bacon, sausage,  

French toast casserole and more!!  

 

Free will donation to benefit the 2026 Youth gathering 

Bring your friends and family! 

(No need to sign up, just come!) 
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Welcome to our new members, lets get to know them! 

 
 

Parish Life 

Cordes Family - “Nikki and Mike Cordes moved to Long Val-

ley recently but have grown up in the surrounding area. They have 

two kids, Kinsley (2 years) and Wyatt (5 months). In their free time 

they enjoy spending time with their family at the beach. The Cordes 

family is very excited to have joined Zion and look forward to build-

ing meaningful friendships in faith.”  

Centrone family - We are Nick & Kelly. We moved to NJ from 

Long Island, NY in December of ‘22. We lived in an apartment in 

Scotch Plains, NJ for 2 1/2 years until we recently bought our home 

in Long Valley in July of ‘25. 

We also just got married in December and hit our 10 year anniversary 

this April. We are both new to a Lutheran Church as we were both 

raised Roman Catholic. We are so glad to have found Zion and can’t 

wait to get to know each and every one of its members!  

 

Craig family - Justin, Patricia and Olivia Craig joined 

Zion after moving to Long Valley last spring. Justin runs his 

own management consulting firm, Patricia is a high school 

teacher and Olivia is currently in 4th grade.  
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Nemschick family - Jan was born in New York City and 

lived throughout NY State.  Robert was born and raised in Flan-

ders, NJ.  Jan and Robert have made Long Valley their home 

since Jan moved here in 2014. They were married in 2016 in a 

Las Vegas ceremony officiated by an Elvis impersonator! They 

currently live in a charming 160-year-old stone house with their 

two dogs and two cats. Jan works as a Senior Executive Assistant 

in Basking Ridge, while Robert works in Raritan serving as the 

Director of Housing for a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting the develop-

mentally disabled community. In their free time, they love to travel, with a special passion 

for exploring the beautiful European Christmas markets. They look forward to connecting 

with the church community! 

Paknis family -  Brett and Laura Paknis with our 3 boys 

Graham 8 (will be 9 in July) Reece 6 (will be 7 in May) and Mil-

ler 4 (will be 5 in June). We live in Long Valley since 2017 

moved from Morristown and our boys attend Old Farmers Road 

School and Long Valley Christian Nursery School.  Brett and I 

married at St Peters Episcopal Church in Morristown in 2012 

(Brett's church growing up).  We are coming from Good Shep-

herd Lutheran Church in Somerville (my church growing up). 

We look forward to a growing church family! 

Ohliger family - Peter, Yana and their three chil-

dren - Charlotte 9 in 3rd grade, Veronica 7 in 2nd 

grade,  Cameron 4 in pre-K. 

Moved from New Brunswick to Long Valley in the 

summer of 2024. Peter is a Captain at New Brunswick 

Fire Department and Yana works as an accountant at 

Fellowship Life Senior Living in Basking Ridge. 
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"The Long Valley First Aid Squad (LVFAS) needs your help!  We are a volunteer organiza-
tion that provides rescue and first aid services to our community and works closely with area 
hospitals and paramedic teams.  I’m sure you’ve seen our ambulances and rescue vehicles 
around town and likely had members of your congregations who’ve been helped by us. 
 
As with many volunteer organizations, our membership has declined in the last couple of 
years and we have reached a critical stage in our ability to serve the community on a 24/7 ba-
sis.  One of the leading causes of this decline has been the lack of enough training programs 
around the state to accommodate the needs of folks who want to become EMT’s.  LVFAS 
has just recently partnered with an education company to provide an EMT training program 
right here in the middle of Long Valley.  Our first class is in late March and we’re trying to 
get the word out to as much of the community as we can.   
LVFAS expects to hold classes twice a year starting in late March.  If anyone is interested, 
they can look at our website https://lvfas.org/, or email the newmembers@lvfas.org address 
or contact Bruce Stroever bstroever@lvfas.org”  
 

Varcardiponi family - We’re from Long Valley. I work as a Cor-
porate Recruiter in the pharmaceutical industry. When the weather is 
warm, we enjoy spending time outdoors—kayaking, hiking, playing 
catch, soccer and biking are some of our favorite activities. 

 I also like to exercise when I can and spend time working in the yard 
and garden. Dominic enjoys riding his dirt bike, building with Legos, 
and just about anything that gets him outside. 

LVCAP needs for March 
Ketchup, mustard, white vinegar, canned fruit (no applesauce),  

cookies, crackers. We can also use empty egg cartons (dozen size).   

 
We also welcome Patricia Craig as our new LVCAP liaison. A big 
thank you to Lori Prussack for her  6 years of service in this role! 

https://lvfas.org/
mailto:newmembers@lvfas.org
mailto:bstroever@lvfas.org
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                  LVCNS Monthly Update 
 
“March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb” AND oh boy, do we 
hope that is true. Our winter has been brutal. It's hard to believe we 
are already approaching Spring. The Groundhog said 6 more weeks of 
winter, let's hope he is wrong. This past month, we had so much fun 
making shadows at school.  We have had some really fun snow play this 

winter. But hopefully soon we will be playing in the garden, blowing bubbles and wearing fewer 
layers.  
Registration is underway and is now rolling admission for the 2026-2027 school year. We had a 
crazy, early morning turn out for our registration.  The first person in line was here at 1:30am! 
We do still have, very limited spots available for Friday only First Friends, 2-day threes and 
FF, 3 and 5-day Pre-K and TK so tell a friend. We are filling quickly.   
  
We are so excited to kick off March with “Restaurant Week”   
We will be converting the big room into a restaurant market for the week. We will have a cof-
fee bar, bakery, pizza oven, and bistro.  All the children will have fun playing customers, chef, 
host, waitstaff, stock person and dishwasher. Thank you for all the donations of items that will 
add to our fun. Can’t wait to take and share pictures 
  
Thank you to all of you who joined us for VIP day!  What a great day. We were so happy to 
have families and guests at school and to show you all the wonderful things your children are 
doing during the day.  We hope you had as much fun as we did! 
  
Don't forgot to follow our Private Facebook page LVCNS families and our public Insta-
gram lv_cns 

 

Zion’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 

March 28th 11AM-12PM.  
Zion is thrilled to celebrate spring and Christ’s resurrec-
tion by hosting our fifth family-friendly Easter Egg Hunt 

on Saturday, March 28th, at 11:00 AM. Please note that this event will held rain or shine, 
and is BYOB (Bring your own basket) To make this event a success, we are currently 
collecting items for our goody bags. If you would like to contribute, please leave the fol-
lowing items in the Narthex: 
 

 Candy and snacks (no nuts, please) 

 Small Easter toys 

 

Please sign-up here, There are limited spots available. We look forward to celebrating 
with you! 

Help wanted: 
Volunteers to help LVCNS teachers prepare; for example, cut-
ting shapes, punching holes, getting a craft ready. 
Please let Sarah, Marcia Horner or Pastor Ingrid know if you’re 
interested. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4BACAF2CAA8-easter2
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 March Birthdays 
 

 Where spring and sunshine start to bloom 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 15  Edward and Michael Strebel 

 16  Helen Payanzo 

17   John Hurley 

     Chance McBee 

     Amanda Rasmussen  

20  Judy Bumpus    

23   Jan Collard    

24  Avery Rose Salandra 

26 Nicholas Centrone 

    Mike Cordes 

28   Emily Kozak 

30  Lawson Spada 

31  Ashley Kozak 

     Karen Newquist 

     Ralph Spengler      

     1  Van Muttart 
 
2 Brenda Carkhuff 

    Jenn Drake 

 3  Burt Horner 

4  Joseph Seewald III 

5 Amy Resotka  

8 Rhett Wehrenberg   

10 Emily Wallace 

    Leo Wolff 

11 Stephen Fritsch 

     Aleda Herrmann 

12 Annie Clay 

    Jacqueline Fritsch 

    David Hooker 

15  Emalyn and Sophia Stoma 

 

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 8th at 2:00 
am. On Saturday night, set your clocks forward one hour 
(i.e., losing one hour) to "spring ahead."  
Hopefully the weather will also “Spring Ahead” 
 

 I ran out of bad things to say about winter. Can we fast forward to sum-
mer? I have plenty to say about how hot it is. 

 Why did the plant go to therapy? It had abandonment issues with the sun. 
 Summer might be too hot but at least I don't have to shovel it. 


