For the Members and Friends of Zion Lutheran Church
April 2026

The Long Valley
Lutheran

Sundays in April

Worship alternates between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed

on Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our
website .

April 5, Easter Sunday

There will be extra parking spaces available in the field
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion
10:35AM Easter Sunday Brunch

April 12, Second Sunday of Easter
8:30AM Sunday School

9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Baptism

April 19, Third Sunday of Easter
8:30AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

April 26, Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:30AM Sunday School
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853
phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-3547
E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com
Website: zionlongvalley.org

Like us on Facebook at
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley”
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Pastor: Pastor Ingrid Wengert
Cell: (215) 692-2091
Email: Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese

Minister of Music: Marilyn Hibler

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30AM Worship with live-stream.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS & OFFICERS

President: Malainie Stoma
Vice President: Bill Hibler Jr.
Secretary: Victoria Stabile

Members:
Meghan Callow
George Collard

Jan Collard
Vickie Hurst
Karen Newquist
Lori Prusack
John Visci
Denise Visci

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN

NURSERY SCHOOL
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-4115
Fax: (908) 876-4959
E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com
Website: longvalleychristian.com

LVCNS Director............
Bus. Administrator...

Meghan Bridge
.Cyndy Thompson
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Office Hours
Parish Secretary Sarah

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish
Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure

we are here.
(908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley(@gmail.com

Pastor Ingrid

M-Th mornings
Pastor Ingrid’s day off each week is Friday.
(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert(@gmail.com

In this issue:

Sunday Worship............ccooiiiiiiiii, pg.l
Pastors Page ..., pg.3
Prayer Concerns...................coeeeeen. pg.4
Financials..................oooiiin, pg.5
Readings & Worship.........................pg.6-7
Congregation Council....................... pg. 8
Double Impact Challenge ................... pg.9
Parish Life.. pgs.10-13

LVCNS Update. T
April Birthdays...............ccooiiinn.

@ Articles may be sent to the church
) ¥ O office via email at
(é ) ~ zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or
= left in Sarah Scudese’s mail box
in the Parish Center.
Please make sure all articles are sent a week
before the end of the month.
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Behind-the-Scenes with Music Director Marilyn Hibler

Did you know that Marilyn and Bill have been hosting a choir Christmas party for over 50 years?
The tradition began when the choir gave Marilyn a Christmas gift. Since Marilyn is a woman of
action and not one of writing (she openly admits), she decided to host a party instead of writing a
thank you note.

For 50 years, choir members and their partners have packed the Hibler home in Hackettstown in
December, and enjoyed a delicious dinner followed by singing Christmas carols (of course!).

Bill and Marilyn (and choir member) hosting Christmas at their home in the late 1980s.
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Search Committee & Celebration Update

Search Committee

Although it’s getting started a month later than desired (due to the month-long weather postpone-
ment of the annual meeting and election of new Council), the Search Committee has been appoint-
ed and will meet Easter week. They are tasked with developing job description(s), recommenda-
tions for salary to Council, recruiting and interviewing candidates and making a final recommen-
dation to Council for a Music Director OR Organist and Choir Director.

Celebration Committee

Marilyn has the intention of helping Zion until we hire somebody and has requested that we wait

for any celebration until that takes place, so that it can happen at the right time, when she actually
steps down from the bench (organ/keyboard bench, that is!). Since we’re not sure how long find-

ing somebody could take (possibly a year or so), we will make sure to ask her discernment about

this as the process unfolds. Let’s thank God for her care, commitment & grace!
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—~o. | Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who suf-

f fer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.

| LOV@@J Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to bless

GgauetTS our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, and
To.. patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they may

joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for:
Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione
Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Charles Dauchert, June Sweeney
Friend of Ellen Blaine: Car/ Gerhard
Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez
Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster
Friends of George & Jan Collard: The family of Brett Kelly
Friend of Corey & Courtney Derr: Gennaro Bryant, Kristen Turner
Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford
Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito
Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Wayne J. Horner, Joann Yanchek,
Family of Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen
Friends & family of Rob and Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman, Joan Parseghian
Friends & family of Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus
Friend of Karen Newquist: Eleanor Liljegren, Don Robinson
Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack
Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie
Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis
Family of Jeanne Washkau. Bill Washkau
Friend & family of Dottie Weis: Betton Caws, Rob Engelbrecht, Lynne & Greg Kean

Members of Zion:
Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt Dunbar, Donna East, Rob Johnson, Dottie Tureson

Those Serving in the Military:
Mike Cordes, Nickolas Davis, John Patrick Hurley, Jimmy Thompson

Please contact the office to make additions or changes
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TREASURER'S FINANCIAL REPORT
ACTIVITY PROJECTED THRU END OF MARCH 2026

Actual Estimated Estimated Actual (Un) Favor
Yr-to-Date Month of | YTD Mar '26 | YTD Mar 25 | 2026 v 2025
OPERATING Feb 2026 Mar 2026 [This Year] [Last Year] Variance
Income $44,021 $27,199 $71,220 $67,407 $3,813
Expenses
Payroll-Related $25,922 $12,894 $38,817 $36,764 (52,053)
Administrative $24,657 $12,916 $37,574 $33,159 (54,415)
Committees $1,207 $5,217 $6,424 $6,210 (5213)
Total Expenses $51,787 $31,027 $82,814 $76,133 (56,681)
Net Operating Income/(Loss) ($7,765) ($3,828)]  ($11,593) ($8,726) ($2,868)
Oper. Cash Balance End of Mo. $40,869 $37,737 $44,330 (56,593)

Notes of YTD 2026 versus YTD 2025 Variances:

A. Principally due to 14% increase in benefits; also 3% increases to all employees per Mutual Ministry
B. Cold winter + NJ rates increasing Utilities ($2,259); Insurance ($1,559) rebate in 2025; frozen pipes repairs ($729)
C. Benevolence higher $300 per approved Budget

Forecasted
Start Balance Plus: Minus: Transfers End Balance
NON-OPERATING 12/31/2025 Receipts | Disbursements In(Out) 3/31/2026
Earnings $72,208 ($4,905) $189 ($469) $66,645
Ministries $35,601 $1,757 $6,315 ($292) $30,751
Seasonal Events $2,272 $996 $1,044 $0 $2,225
Property & Capital $139 $0 $608 $469 $0
Mortgage $20,099 $2,149 $11,700 $292 $10,840
Double the Impact Challenge* $0 $19,150 $0 $0 $19,150
Memorial Funds - Unrestricted $218,569 $8,640 $0 $0 $227,209
Memorial Funds - Restricted $103,288 $0 $0 $0 $103,288
Total Non-Operating Balance $452,177 $27,787 $19,855 $0 | 4 $460,108
*estimated (Vanco activity for March not included)

CASH + INVESTMENTS Balances 12/31/2025 2/28/2026 3/31/2026 3/31/2025
Checking accounts $32,825 $44 642 $64,737 i.e. last year
Investments $419,352 $404,423 $395,372

Total Non-Operating Balance $452,177 $449,065 $460,108 $276,323
12/31/25 Bal | Principal Interest Total Paymt | 3/31/2026
MORTGAGE Activity/Balance $83,954 $10,562 $1,138 $11,700 $73,393

COMMENTARY:

In Operations, cash inflows were ahead of last year, but the cold winter caused unusually high expenses.

Please keep up with your giving so that we do not fall behind any farther.

In Non-Operating, the item to note is the Double the Impact Challenge (note above amount does NOT include
March's Simply giving because those amounts are not yet available). Zion has two receivables not included
above in Non-Operating: the 2nd half of Ten Hove $201,375 plus $960 from Morris Cty Historical preservation

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Schulz, Zion Treasurer
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4/2 Maundy Thursday

4/3 Good Friday

procession to Zion with prayer stops along the way.
7:30PM Tenebrae Service of the Word

4/5 Easter Sunday
9:30AM Easter Sunday service
10:35AM Easter Bunch

Holy Week

Holy Week is the most sacred week in the whole Christian year. It’s
far more than a historical journey through Jesus’ last week — from

7:30PM Holy Communion service concluding with the stripping of the altar

the triumphal palm process, Last Supper, crucifixion through to the

‘ resurrection — it’s more about experiencing Jesus’ death and resur-
rection in our lives today.

10:45AM - LV Good Friday Cross Walk for peace (gather at LV Presbyterian Church)

Appointed Worship Readings

Worship Old or New Testament

Date Readings Psalm
April 5, Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24
April 12, Acts 2:14a, 22-32/ 1 Peter 1:3-9 Psalm 16
April 19, Acts 2:14a,36-41/1 Peter 1:17-23 Psalm 23

April 26, Acts 2:42-47/ 1 Peter2:19-25 Psalm 23

Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10
John 4:5-42
Luke 24:13-35
John 10:1-10




GOOD FRIDAY
COMMUNITY CROSS WALK

Friday, 4/3, 10:45AM
The walk begins at Long Valley
Presbyterian Church at 10:45AM

Community Cross-walk. begins at LV Presbyterian Church and will
stop 3 times for devotions along the way to Zion. If you cannot walk
the 1.5 miles, meet at Zion (or the corner traffic light) around 11:45am.
Sponsored by the Long Valley Clergy Association.

Pastor Peter Froehlke is retiring on June 14, 2026! Pastor
Peter served at Zion from 1993-2013. We’ll be sure to
share Zion’s affection in writing at the very least. If an
event or celebration is open to all, information will be
shared.

Our Sunday School students played the chimes on Palm Sunday.
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TUESDAY
AFTERNOON
BIBLE STUDY

‘z;"‘ Morning Mom’s Group
} Y If you'd like to get together
\ ] with other moms for conver-
~  sation & encouragement,
Please let Pastor Ingrid know, Will meet for bible study in the Faith

Hall Splash room at 1:30pm.

Welcome to our New Council Members (left to right)
Meghan Callow, Lori Prussack, Denise Visci, John Visci, Bill Hibler Jr.,
Malainie Stoma, George Collard, Jan Collard, Victoria Stabile,

Vickie Hurst, Karen Newquist & Jethro

President: Malainie Stoma
Vice President: Bill Hibler Jr.
Secretary: Victoria Stabile
Financial Chair: Open

Christian Ed & LVCNS: Meghan Callow
Property: George Collard
Parish Life: Jan Collard & Denise Visci
Outreach: Vickie Hurst
Worship & Music: Karen Newquist
Social Ministry: Lori Prussack
Youth Ministry: John Visci
Stewardship: Open



mailto:ingridfathwengert@gmail.com?subject=Monthly%20Mom%27s%20group

Double Impact Challenge

Double the Impact Challenge — Building Fund Update
Our goal with this challenge is to raise $30,000 from our congregation, which will be matched

by the Ten Hove Fund to help pay off our mortgage.

We invite you to prayerfully consider whether you are able to make a special gift above and
beyond your regular giving between now and Memorial Day weekend. Every dollar given to
the Double Impact fund during this time will be matched — truly doubling the impact of your
generosity.

If you feel led to contribute, please be sure to designate your gift for “Double Impact™ so it
will be applied toward this effort. You can follow our progress towards our goal of $30,000 on
the tracker displayed in the Narthex, Happenings and Newsletter.

Over half way there!!

¥, DoubletheImpa
$30,000 e | ,

4 Q@ -"‘K
.. — /i _\";
- Ly T

$19,645
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WET COMF WET COMF
mﬁﬁ* EASTER SUNDAY BRUNCH l\%ﬁ\ﬁ*
A7 Sunday April 5th o\ 2
PLEASE JOIN US FOR
EASTER BRUNCH

after worship 10:35 - 11:30AM

FEATURING: Egg casserole, bacon, sausage,
French toast casserole and more!!

Free will donation to benefit the 2026 Youth gathering
Bring your friends and family!

(No need to sign up, just come!)

Vacation Bible School 2026

@ Here is the registration for Zion Vacation Bible School . This

) year's VBS is "Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God" and
o it will take place June 22nd-26th from 9 AM - 12 PM. Open to
Lt @ " campers age 3 (must be fully potty-trained) through 10 (entering
tts:&pl;;{ﬁ'g;;he Etre et god 5th grade in Fall 2026). Students starting 6th grade and older are
- — welcome and encouraged to help out - it's always a fun week and it
counts toward service hours, too!

Click here to register.
Click here to volunteer.

Space is limited and registration will open to VBS alumni and LVCNS soon, so don't wait to
sign up!
Don't hesitate to reach out with any questions. We hope you join us in June!
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https://forms.gle/8AmtUfyHEYHZbisw5
https://forms.gle/dG6U9bcz4rgNaPtx6
https://forms.gle/2gbURG6kG4AmUPHV7

Music Director Search Committee Update

The search committee is tasked by our new Council to create a job de-
scription(s), recommend a salary , recruit, interview and make a recom-
mendation to council for a new Music Director or Organist and Choir Di-
rector.

hp

RS

Thanks to the following people who were asked by council to serve on the
search  committee. Jenny Boeckel, Judy Bumpus, Fred Humcke, Eric
Snyder Pastor Ingrid.

4 MUSIC Their first meeting is April 8th.

55
P

2026 Graduates

It's that time of year when we begin to ask for infor-
mation about our High School and College Gradu-
ates so that we can honor them in the LVL Newslet-
ter. We would like to let them know their church family honors and appreci-
ates their achievements, and celebrates this milestone in their lives. Parents,
please send your graduate’s info into the office and include: school, honors
and awards, picture (even in their cap and gown if you have it) and future
college or employment plans if they know them.

T Mothers Day Sunday
*&%{ Y Jj.\ Let’s celebrate our Mother’s on Sunday, May 10th by dedicat-
& dha: 9 ing donations in their name to the LWR. Your gift of $5 will

\\%2 ﬂay v V¥ enable the Lutheran World Relief Organization to supply
Quilts & Kits to those who are facing hardship. To dedicate,
please fill out the form below by Sunday, May 3rd. All checks
should be made payable to “Zion Lutheran Church.” Please place with the form in the
collection plate, mail or drop off at the Church office. Order Form.

11
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APRIL 25, 2026 Celebrate 15 Years of Music in the

3-5:30pm

Somerset Hills with

Bach’s Glorious Mass in B Minor

Music in the Somerset Hills invites you to a special
15th-anniversary celebration concert featuring J.S.
Bach’s Mass in B Minor on Saturday, April 25, 2026, from 3:00-5:30 PM at St. Mary’s
Church at Delbarton, Morristown. One of the most awe-inspiring works of sacred music ev-
er written, Bach’s Mass in B Minor embodies the depth of faith and the glory of divine ex-
pression through music.

This monumental performance will unite the Somerset Hills Chorus and singers from Har-
monium Choral Society with world-class soloists and the acclaimed Baroque ensemble The
Sebastians, all under the direction of Artistic Director Stephen Sands.

Join us as we commemorate 15 years of uplifting our community through extraordinary
choral music—an afternoon of spiritual and musical renewal you will not want to miss. For
tickets and details, please visit MusicSH.org.

mation: Then and Now
October 26 - November 5, 2026
A e ——.. I —

-

Celebrate Reformation Day 2026 with the NJ Synod
In Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany
Reformation: Then and Now
October 26-November 5, 2026

Click here for Bishop Compton’s Invitation, Itinary & Registration info:
https://www.njsynod.org/germanytrip

Travel with Synod friends, Bishop Compton and our docent, The Rev. Dr. Kit
Kleinhans, recently retired Dean of Trinity Lutheran Seminary.

Interested? germanytrip@njsynod.org
Pastor Carol Lindsay, Synod Trip Coordinator
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Zion Clean-up Day
April 25th 9-11AM

Please come out and help clean up and

get Zion ready for spring & summer. Our
aim will be to spread mulch and make
cutbacks as needed. Bring pruners/shears, rakes, shovels, tarps, if
you have them!

We would also like to clean a few things in the narthex and sanctu-
ary if we have enough volunteers.

Thank you to all the Scouts that come out and help us each year. Any
community groups that use our building are welcome to come and
help spruce up our grounds!

S Social Ministry

LVCAP on Going Needs

LVCAP is both a food pantry and emergency
fund. Many are surprised to learn there is a
need for food assistance in our area, however,
they are now serving over 70 families and re-
ly heavily on food and monetary donations

COMMUMITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

=X

from our community and local businesses.

Please see the link for on going needs.

13



https://www.lvcap.org/itemlist

Long Valley Lutheran April 2026

CHRISTIAN
NURSERY
__SCHOOL

LVCNS Monthly Update
April Happenings at LVCNS

Welcome Spring and Happy Easter |\ .
The children enjoyed a special visit gE= # = S
from the Easter Bunny right before we all left for a -
much-needed Spring break.

Now that we are back we are looking forward oo many
fun spring activities

We are raising ducks again this year. The ducklings will
arrive around April 15™ We will raise 2 duckling for a
couple weeks before they go to their forever home at

the Rohllf family farm. ,
The Long Valley Fire Department will be here on April -
20/21°" to talk to the children about fire safety Tﬁey will bring a fire truck and a
fire truck train ride for the children fo ride around the parking lot

April is the beginning of LOVE season at LVCNS. Each class will hold their own
program and celebration for students and families. Children will perform songs
and fingerplays they have learned in class throughout the year and then have a
special celebration and snack on the playground.

We are still registering for some classes for the 2026-2027 school year.

We have limited spots in our Friday only First Friends (age 3 between March 15-
June 15™ 2027)

3 & 5 day Pre-k (age 4 by October 1°" 2026)

Transitional Kindergarten (age 5 by June 1- December 15" 2026)

Call with any questions and for a Tour - Ask for Meghan

Help wanted:

Volunteers to help LVCNS teachers prepare; for example, cut-
ting shapes, punching holes, getting a craft ready.

Please let Sarah, Marcia Horner or Pastor Ingrid know if
you’re interested.

=
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April Birthdays

Wishing you a birthday that marks the start of a
spectacular year filled with happiness and blessings

Happy Birthday!

6 Alexandra Seewald 22 Elodie Johnson

7 Gemma Taylor 25 Ann Rahmann

14 Robert Nemschick Brent Whalen
Cathleen Sullivan 27 Kerry Karpinski

15 William Muttart Tyce Shakespeare

17 Chris Ito 28 Caitlen Whalen

19 Christine Stabile 29 Olivia Craig

What do you call a mischievous Easter egg? Heading for
church--see

you there!

A practical yolker!

What do you call a line of rabbits hopping backward?
A receding hare-line!

Why was the baby chick so funny?
Because it was a real crack-up!

What does the Easter Bunny do in his free time?
Play Eggs-box.

Why can't you tell ducks jokes on Easter?
Because they'll quack up.

Why did the jelly bean go to school?
It wanted to be a Smartie.

)
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>
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