
  

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooleyôs Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853 

  phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org 

               For the Members and Friends  of  Zion Lutheran Church  
           May 2026 

      The  Long Valley Lutheran 

                                                 Sundays in May 
Worship alternates  between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed 
on   Zionôs YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our 
website . 
 

May 3,  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Baptism 
 

May 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:30 AM  Service of Holy Communion, Baptism 
 

May24, Day of Pentecost 
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Confirmation 
 

May 17, Seventh Sunday of Easter 
8:30AM Last Day of Sunday School  
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 
 

May31, First Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

11 Schooleyôs Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 

Tel: (908) 876-3547 

E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com 

Website: zionlongvalley.org 
 

Like us on  Facebook at  
ñZion Lutheran Church, Long Valleyò 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Pastor  Ingrid  Wengert 
Cell:  (215) 692-2091 

Email:  Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese 
 

Minister of  Music: Marilyn Hibler 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
9:30AM Worship with live-stream. 

  
 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

MEMBERS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN  
NURSERY SCHOOL 
11 Schooleyôs Mountain Rd. 
Long Valley, NJ 07853 
Tel: (908) 876-4115 
Fax: (908) 876-4959 

E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com 
Website: longvalleychristian.com 

 
LVCNS Directoréé...... Meghan Bridge 
Bus. Administratoré.Cyndy Thompson 

 

 

 
Articles may be sent to the church                      

office via email at 
   zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or 
left in Sarah Scudeseôs mail box  

in the Parish Center.  
Please make sure all articles are sent a week  

before the end of the month. 
 

Office Hours 
Parish Secretary Sarah  

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish 

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure 

we are here. 

  (908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Ingrid 

 M-Th mornings  

Pastor Ingridôs day off  each week is Friday. 

(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 

In this issue: 
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President: Malainie Stoma  
Vice President: Bill Hibler Jr.  
Secretary:  Victoria Stabile 

 
Members: 

Meghan Callow 
George Collard 
Jan Collard 
Vickie Hurst 
Karen Newquist 
Lori Prusack 
John Visci 
Denise Visci 
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Search Committee Update: 
First of all, hereôs an update on the activities of Zionôs Search Committee. At 
our new Councilôs first meeting on March 9, it described the tasks of the 
Search Committee and named candidates, who mostly said yes. The committee is comprised of: 
Jenny Boeckel, Judy Bumpus, Marilyn Hibler, Fred Humcke, Eric Snyder, and me. It is unusual 
for the outgoing staff to participate in the search for their replacement, but given Marilynôs broad-
mindedness and hospitable personality (not to mention her experience), we thought it would work 
well.  After securing yeses, the committee immediately faced Holy Week and Easter, and so first 
met on April 8.  
 
First meeting ï The plan was to understand our tasks, organize our work into a timeline, focus on 
job description and involve the congregation by implementing a suggestion box. Based on the 
2010ôs long-form job description, we planned to finalize the current job description at our next 
meeting and decide upon a salary (for Council approval). In order to understand the market for 
Music Directors, I would speak with colleagues who had experience hiring this role, and Fred 
would speak to his son, who has experienced being hired. 
 
Second meeting ï On April 26 we met and finalized a concise job description that can be posted, 
heard all of the feedback from my colleagues and Fredôs son and determined our recommendation 
for salary. Both will be on the agenda for Council approval at their May 11 meeting. 
 
Third meeting ï On May 13, weôll make any final tweaks to the job posting, after which, I will 
post it. Weôll also begin to discuss screening questions and final audition questions. The current 
practice in hiring for a Music Director is to have finalists audition before the committee. 
 
I am now much more hopeful about finding a Music Director who can play the organ & direct the 
choir! It took interviewing 5 colleagues who have hired or are in the process of hiring Music Di-
rectors in order to gain a better sense of the current landscape and what might be possible. 
 
The bad news is that there are currently four local congregations looking for a variation on this 
theme: Zion Lutheran Church, Oldwick; Long Valley Presbyterian Church; St. Lukeôs Parish, 
Long Valley; and us. But the silver lining is that each congregation has slightly different needs, 
which might produce different candidates. 
 
One of my colleagues, whose congregation hired a Music Director in 2024 whoôs working out 
well said to me ñI was thinking about what advice to give you. Here it is: Ask your committee to 
go down on their knees and pray!ò It took that congregation 3 times to get the right fit in a Music 
Director.  
 
So: Please keep the search committee and the whole search process in your prayers! It may not be 
the timeline we expect or the first attempt at hiring that ends up being the right fit. But we can 
trust that God will provide! 
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Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who suf-
fer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.  
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to bless 
our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, and 
patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they may 
joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

We pray for:  
 

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Beverly Vecchione 

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Jay Cazes, Charles Dauchert,  

John Hanight, June Sweeney 

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Carl Gerhard 

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez 

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster 

Friends of George & Jan Collard: The family of Brett Kelly 

Friend of Corey & Courtney Derr: Gennaro Bryant, Kristen Turner 

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford 

Family of Josh & Jenn Drake: Sue Ort 

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito 

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Wayne J. Horner, Joann Yanchek,  

Family of  Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen 

Friends & family of Rob and Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman, Joan Parseghian  

Friends & family of  Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus  

Friend of Karen Newquist: Eleanor Liljegren, Don Robinson 

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack 

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie 

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis 

Family of Jeanne Washkau: Bill Washkau 

Friend & family of Dottie Weis:  Betton Caws, Rob Engelbrecht, Lynne & Greg Kean 
  
 

Members of Zion: 

Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt  Dunbar, Donna East, Rob Johnson, Dottie Tureson 

 

Those Serving in the Military: 

Mike Cordes, Nickolas Davis, John Patrick Hurley, Jimmy Thompson 

Please contact the office to make additions or changes 
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!ǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ  
 

²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ         hƭŘ ƻǊ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ    
  5ŀǘŜ                               wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ                             tǎŀƭƳ             DƻǎǇŜƭ 
                                     

aŀȅ оΣ  !Ŏǘǎ тΥрр-сл κ м tŜǘŜǊ нΥн-мл                           tǎŀƭƳ омΥм-рΣмр-мс             WƻƘƴ мпΥм-мп 

aŀȅ млΣ  !Ŏǘǎ мтΥнн-ом κ м tŜǘŜǊ оΥмо-нн                        tǎŀƭƳ ссΥу-нл                  WƻƘƴ мпΥмр-нм           

aŀȅ мтΣ !Ŏǘǎ мΥс-мпκм tŜǘŜǊ пΥмн-мпΣрΥс-мм               tǎŀƭƳ суΥм-млΣ он-ор          WƻƘƴ мтΥм-мм     

aŀȅ нпΣ !Ŏǘǎ нΥм-нмκ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мнΥоō-мо             tǎŀƭƳ млпΥнп-опΣорō          WƻƘƴ нлΥмф-но  

aŀȅ омΣ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мΥм-нΥпŀ κ н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ моΥмм-мо            tǎŀƭƳ у                 aŀǧƘŜǿ нуΥмс-нл 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

dedicated flowers to decorate 

our altar for Easter. The display 

was truly wonderful.  

We also want to extend a spe-

cial thank you to our "Easter 

elves" for all of their hard work 

setting everything up.  

Additionally, thank you to 

Jance for the beautiful banner 

and all of the butterfliesΦ  

Our amazing choir that hides up in the choir loft! 



т 

 
Long Valley Lutheran  May 2026 

 

 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY  

 
Will meet for bible study in the Faith Hall Splash room at 1:30pm. 

Last day of  Bible Study will be on May 19th  

Bible Study will resume in September. 

       On April 12th we celebrated the  

baptism of  

Camrynn Jean Cox 

daughter of 

Nathan & Elizabeth Cox 

                              &  

                Granddaughter of  

             Bill & Jeanne Washkau 

Our last day of Sunday School 
will be  

on May 17th 
 

Zion: Please sign the prayer letters         
    for the teachers and assistants  

  which will be in the narthex on 5/10 

Confirmation Important Dates 
 
5/13 Dinner / Mentor Night 6PM 
5/23Rehearsal for 8th graders 9-9:30AM 
5/24Rite of Confirmation for 8th  Graders 
 
Kassi Bentrewicz 
Joseph Snyder 
Natalie Staada 
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Parish Life 

Double Impact Challenge 
 

Double the Impact Challenge ï Building Fund Update 
Our goal with this challenge has been to raise $33,000 (includes interest) from the congrega-

tion, which will be matched by the Ten Hove Fund to help pay off our mortgage. If you feel 

led to contribute, please be sure to designate your gift for ñDouble Impactò so it will be ap-

plied toward this effort.  

 

UPDATE: In 8 weeks, we have reached $49,235 in contributions! However, we still plan to 

continue the DI Challenge with the original timing - through Memorial Day. Anything given 

over the final payoff amount means that we will remove less money from the Ten Hove En-

dowment fund.    

 
ϷпфΣ нор 

²Ŝ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ϧ ǎǝƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎΗ 

Congregation Dinner  
Wednesday May 13th 

 

 
Please join us on Wednesday, May 13th at 6:00 PM 

for a congregation dinner.  
 

We will be serving stuffed shells, salad, garlic bread, and dessert. 
 Mentors and confirmands are encouraged to attend this gathering.  

A free-will offering will be collected to benefit the 2026 Youth Gathering. 
  

We look forward to seeing you there.  
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We are saddened to share that Paul Litwiller died    

unexpectedly on Sunday 5/3.  

Funeral information TBA 

Please keep his loved ones in your prayers as they 

face the shock of his death. 
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         Vacation Bible School 2026  

           Only a couple of spots left! 

Here is the  registration for Zion Vacation Bible School . This year's VBS 

is "Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God" and it will take 

place June 22nd-26th from 9 AM - 12 PM. Open to campers age 3 

(must be fully potty-trained) through 10 (entering 5th grade in Fall 2026). Students starting 

6th grade and older are welcome and encouraged to help out - it's always a fun week and it 

counts toward service hours, too! 
   

Click here to register. Click here to volunteer. 

 

Congratulations to  

Eric & Caitlin Humcke  

on the birth of their baby girl  

Emma Margaret  

& proud grandparents  

Fred & Peggy Humcke 

6Ú 0äß <ÑÚØ &ÈÖÑÕë 

%ßÑÊ ÈØË ) èÈØâ âÚ âÐÈØÔ âÐÌ ÊäßàÌØâ ÈØË ÛÈáâ ÖÌÖÉÌßá ÚÍ <ÑÚØ -äâÐÌßÈØ #ÐäßÊÐ ÍÚß ëÚäß Úäâ-

ÛÚäßÑØÏ ÚÍ ÕÚæÌ  ÊÚØÊÌßÙ  ÊÈßËá ÈØË ËÚØÈâÑÚØá âÚ âÐÌ /ÈâÑÚØÈÕ 1ÈßÔ &ÚäØËÈâÑÚØ ÈƢÌß âÐÌ ÛÈááÑØÏ 

ÚÍ Úäß áÚØ  #ÐßÑá  )â Ñá áâÑÕÕ ÐÌÈßãÉßÌÈÔÑØÏ ÈØË ÈÕèÈëá èÑÕÕ ÉÌ  Éäâ ëÚäß âàÌÖÌØËÚäá áäÛÛÚßã 

ÉßÚäÏÐâ äá ÏàÌÈâ ÊÚÖÍÚßã  6ÐÌ ÛÚèÌß ÚÍ ÛßÈëÌß ÐÈá ÉÌÌØ È ÊÚØáâÈØâ áÚäßÊÌ ÚÍ áâàÌØÏãÐ ÈØË È ßÌÖÑØËÌß ÚÍ 'ÚËá ÛßÌá

ÌØÊÌ ÈÖÚØÏ äá ÈÕÕ 

)Ø .ÌÖÚßì ÚÍ #ÐßÑáâÚÛÐÌß -ÌÌ 3ÌÍáËÈÕ  èÌ ÈßÌ ÌØÊÕÚáÑØÏ È ÊÐÌÊÔ ÍÚß  ƞÚÖ ÐÑá ÌáâÈâÌ ÍÚß âÐÌ $ÚäÉÕÌ )ÖÛÈÊâ 

#ÐÈÕÕÌØÏÌ âÚ ÐÌÕÛ ÛÈë ÚƁ âÐÌ ÖÚßãÏÈÏÌ ÍÚÌ &ÈÑâÐ (ÈÕÕ  5Ú ÏÕÈË âÚ ÔØÚè âÐÈâ âÐÌ ÖÚßãÏÈÏÌ Ñá ÊÕÚáÌ âÚ ÉÌÑØÏ ÛÈÑË ÚƁ 

;Úäß ÔÑØËØÌáá ÐÈá âÚäÊÐÌË Úäß ÐÌÈßãá ÈØË ÐÈá ÖÌÈØâ ÖÚßÌ âÚ äá âÐÈØ ëÚä ÔØÚè 
 

6ÐÈØÔ ëÚä ÈÏÈÑØ áÚ ÖäÊÐ 
 

%ßÑÊ ƴ 1Èâ 3ÌÍáËÈÕ  

"ßÑÈØ -ÑØËáÈë ƴ  <ÚÌ 3ÌÍáËÈÕ  

3ÚØÑ ƴ $ÌßàÚÕË 5ÖÑâÐ  
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https://forms.gle/8AmtUfyHEYHZbisw5
https://forms.gle/dG6U9bcz4rgNaPtx6
https://forms.gle/2gbURG6kG4AmUPHV7
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2026 Graduates 
 

Itôs that time of year when we begin to ask for infor-

mation about our High School and College Graduates 

so that we can honor them in the LVL Newsletter. We 

would like to let them know their church family honors and appreciates their 

achievements, and celebrates this milestone in their lives. Parents, please send 

your graduateôs info into the office and include: school, honors and awards, pic-

ture (even in their cap and gown if you have it) and future college or employ-

ment plans if they know them.  (will go out in the June NL) 

Please let me know if I am missing anyone! 

 
High School Grads                             College Grads 
 
Ashley Janoski 
Megan Weth 

 

/ŀǊǎƻƴ bƻǊŘƳŀƴ 
9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ hŎƘǎ 
WƻǎŜǇƘ {ŜŜǿŀƭŘ 
/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ {ǘŀōƛƭŜ 

Car Wash Opportunities 
If you need to get your car cleaned, there will be  

2 car washes held at Zion! 

 
Girl Scout  Troop 98545   
Will be holding a car wash on May 30th 
 

Cub Scout Pack 136 
 Will be holding their annual Car Wash on June 6th.  
 
Come out and support the  Girl Scouts and Cubs Scouts and have a nice clean car! 
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Celebrate Reformation Day 2026 with the NJ Synod 
In Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany 

Reformation: Then and Now 
October 26-November 5, 2026 

 
Click here for Bishop Comptonôs Invitation, Itinary & Registration info: 
https://www.njsynod.org/germanytrip 
 
Travel with Synod friends, Bishop Compton and our docent, The Rev. Dr. Kit 
Kleinhans, recently retired Dean of Trinity Lutheran Seminary.  
 
Interested?  germanytrip@njsynod.org  
Pastor Carol Lindsay, Synod Trip Coordinator 

    

Hackettstown High School Computer Science Club 

presents Tech for Seniors (in-person) 

Tuesday, May 19 from 3:15-4:15pm 

Hackettstown High School, 599 Warren St., Hacketts-

town 

If you are a senior citizen with questions about how to 

use your electronic devices, Hackettstown High School 

students are here to help! Please bring your cell phone, 

laptop, or tablet. Students will work with you one-on-

one to answer your specific questions and troubleshoot issues.  

They can help with phones, Google, social media, passwords, settings, Bluetooth devices 

and Wi-Fi connections. 

Registration is required to attend. Email Ssloan@hackettstown.org or call 908-852-8150 

x2235 for questions and to register. 

https://www.njsynod.org/germanytrip
mailto:germanytrip@njsynod.org?subject=Germany%20Trip
mailto:germanytrip@njsynod.org
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Social Ministry 
 

LVCAP  on Going Needs 
 

LVCAP is both a food pantry and emergency fund. Many 

are surprised to learn there is a need for food assistance in 

our area, however, they are now serving over 70 families 

and rely heavily on food and monetary donations from our 

community and local  businesses.  

Please see the link for on going needs. 

 

Immediate needs are: Canned fruit, canned corn and body wash  

 

                           Mothers Day Sunday 
Letôs celebrate our Motherôs on Sunday, May 10th by dedi-

cating donations in their name to the LWR. Your gift of $5 

will enable the Lutheran World Relief Organization to sup-

ply Quilts & Kits to those who are facing hardship. To dedi-

cate, please fill out the form below by Sunday, May 3rd. 

All checks should be made payable to ñZion Lutheran 

Church.ò Please place with the form in the collection plate, mail or drop off at the Church 

office. Order Form.  

Fathers Day 6/21  
One way to commemorate and pay tribute to our fathers is donate to 

Habitat for Humanity. Gifts in increments of $5 will be sent to Habitat 

for Humanity and help to supply building materials necessary to buil 

houses in partnership with in need. We will list names in the bulletin 

insert on Father's Day. Forms will be in the Narthex starting 5/24. 

(or see form here) and return it by Sunday, June 14th. All checks should be made payable to 

ñZion Lutheran Churchò and placed in the offering plate along with the dedication form. 

Dedications will be listed in the June 21st  bulletin.  

https://www.lvcap.org/itemlist
file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/Communication/Bulletin Inserts - Repeating/Mothers day donations/Mothers' Day  Sunday/Order Forms/Happenings order form  2026.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/Communication/Bulletin Inserts - Repeating/Fathers' Day Brick Sunday/Order Forms/Happenings order form Template.pdf
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                  LVCNS Monthly Update 
                  

Are we really in our last month of school already? Where does 
the year go? We have lots left to do.  This month will be full 
of fun activities, field trips, field day, and end of the year 
shows, just to name a few. Now that the weather is warm, the 
children can play outside with bubbles and water.  

  
  
We had the best time with our ducks in April. The children had a great time watch-
ing them play, chirp, swim and grow. It's hard to say goodbye but we know they are 
in a great loving home with the  Rohllf  family. We thank the Rohllf's for donat-
ing the ducks, and all of their food and shavings. What an amazing experience  
  
This month the children will get the opportunity to ring the church bell in the chap-
el. Children will go to the bell tower a few at a time and find out how many children 
it takes to pull the rope. We like to count how many times we can make the bell 
ring.  
  
Our Chocolate Shoppe fundraiser was a success. Thank you to all of those who sup-
ported this event. We made $500. We also ran an Easter Lily sale with Hoffman's 
Supply who donated ALL of the money from the sale at $250. We are so thankful 
for these local businesses and their support. We plan to use the funds to support 
our Children's Butterfly Garden. We will once again be raising caterpillars and re-
leasing butterflies into the garden. Thank you to Eric Shea from EZ landscaping for 
doing a beautiful job on the spring cleanup in JoJoõs Garden, the courtyard6 
  
Please feel free to join us for our end of the year celebrations on May 26th at 
9:00am and 10:30am  and May 27th at 9am& 10:30amin the chapel, as we celebrate 
our students on their new journeys into the 2026-2027 school year. 
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 May Birthdays 
 

 May love and laughter fill your days 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 19 Luna Bonina 

20 Jack Howell 

21 Aidan Davis 

    Brad Howell 

    Gabriella Karpinski 

    Logan Laki 

    Yana Ohliger 

27 Erik Mitchell   

28 Reese Paknis 

    Christopher Sorenson 

28 Victoria Dougherty 

    Gianna Dickinson 

    Santana Whalen 

        

       2 Sara Dunbar 

         Jax Spada 

         Lyla Weth    

 7 Cathy DiLello  

 9 Oliver Johnson 

    Ashley Wehrenberg 

10 Kerri Bataille 

    Brad Blaine 

11 Robert Brobst  

14 Bonnie Hooker  

18 Delaney Sorenson       

 

 

 

May 25th -  O God, we give you thanks for those who have sac-
rificed themselves for this nation. We remember the men and 

women who have given their lives throughout the history of our 
country to protect us from danger and harm. We also remember all 
those who sustained injury in body and or mind in the course of 

their service.  Watch over our armed forces and their families, and 
let peace prevail among all the nations. Amen. 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
11 Schooleys Mountain Road 
Long Valley, New Jersey 07853 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
The Rev. Ingrid Wengert, Pastor  
Church Office: 908 -876-3547 
Worship Service Sunday 9:30am  
Sunday School 8:30AM  


