
  

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853 

  phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org 

               For the Members and Friends  of  Zion Lutheran Church  
           June 2026 

      The  Long Valley Lutheran 

                                                 Sundays in June 
Worship alternates  between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed 
on   Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our 
website . 
 

June 7,  Second Sunday after Pentecost 
This coming Sunday we hear the call to follow Jesus. In doing so, we join Christ at his table, where we are 
healed and raised from death. Come to worship, and may your faith make you well.  

9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 

June 14, Third Sunday after Pentecost 
In the gospel reading for Sunday, Jesus calls the twelve apostles and then sends them out to carry on his 
work of proclaiming the good news and healing the sick. Come to worship so that you can hear this good 
news and, at the table of the Lord, be strengthened for the tasks of healing the sick and casting out evil in the 
name of Jesus.  

9:30 AM  Service of Holy Communion 

June 28, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
This coming Sunday is “a cup of cold water” Sunday. Come to worship, to remember the cold water of your 
baptism and to be strengthened to offer water to a very thirsty world.  

9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion 

June 21, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
In the gospel reading for this coming Sunday, Jesus says several surprising things: that he has come to 
bring, not peace, but a sword; and that followers must love him more than they love their own family mem-
bers. Come to worship to meditate on what these sayings might mean, and at the table, be strengthened to 
live the surprising life of the Christian.  

9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, Baptism 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 

Tel: (908) 876-3547 

E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com 

Website: zionlongvalley.org 
 

Like us on  Facebook at  
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley” 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Pastor  Ingrid  Wengert 
Cell:  (215) 692-2091 

Email:  Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
 

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese 
 

Minister of  Music: Marilyn Hibler 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
9:30AM Worship with live-stream. 

  
 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL  

MEMBERS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN  

NURSERY SCHOOL 
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 
Tel: (908) 876-4115 
Fax: (908) 876-4959 

E-Mail: longvalleychristian@gmail.com 
Website: longvalleychristian.com 

 
LVCNS Director……...... Meghan Bridge 
Bus. Administrator….Cyndy Thompson 

 

 

 
Articles may be sent to the church                      

office via email at 
   zionlongvalley@gmail.com, or 
left in Sarah Scudese’s mail box  

in the Parish Center.  
Please make sure all articles are sent a week  

before the end of the month. 
 

Office Hours 
Parish Secretary Sarah  

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish 

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure 

we are here. 

  (908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Ingrid 

 M-Th mornings  

Pastor Ingrid’s day off  each week is Friday. 

(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert@gmail.com 
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President: Malainie Stoma  
Vice President: Bill Hibler Jr.  

Secretary:  Victoria Stabile 
 

Members: 
Meghan Callow 
George Collard 

Jan Collard 
Vickie Hurst 

Karen Newquist 
Lori Prusack 
John Visci 

Denise Visci 
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We’ve had 3 more amazing young people confirmed this year: Kassi Ben-

trewicz, Joseph Snyder and Natalie Staada. They provided a witness to us on 

Pentecost Day. As I mentioned in the sermon, all will bear witness to God and the good news in 

their lives ways in we can’t even imagine today. 

 

Did you know that there is no rite in our hymnal called “Confirmation?” We use the hymnal’s 

“Affirmation of Baptism” rite. Youth affirm their baptism, and through the blessing that each re-

ceives, God confirms them in faith. 

 

As a matter of fact, "Confirmation is a pastoral and educational ministry of the church which 

helps the baptized child through Word and Sacrament to identify more deeply with the Christian 

community and participate more fully in its mission.” (ELCA Confirmation Ministry Task Force, 

1993) 

 

Zion has had a lot of practice with Confirmation; after all, we have been confirming young people 

since our founding 266 years ago! Last summer, a little gem was found in the historic parish regis-

ter of a sister congregation, St. James Lutheran Church, Phillipsburg NJ. In 1784, their pastor 

wrote the below heartfelt prayer after listing the 46 young people (ranging from age 15 – 26) who 

were confirmed on Pentecost Day. 

 

“That the true Father in heaven for Jesus’ sake would give his Spirit to all of the above souls, in-

structed into Christian doctrine, in order that they would thus be empowered, grounded, and 

strengthened in their faith in him, the Originator of the same, so that they acknowledge their God 

and savior, love him dearly, serve him eagerly, and through all the suffering of this time follow af-

ter him willingly, and then by grace might achieve the goal of faith, the eternal blessedness—this 

is the heartfelt wish of their poor teacher at the time, who heartily loves them completely, 

Johann Frederic Ernst” (who served St. James Lutheran Church, Phillipsburg from 1781-1790) 

 

Would that all congregations had such devoted Confirmation teachers! I would like to borrow his 

words and sentiments and pray the same for Kassi, Joseph and Natalie!  

 

If you’d like to read more about this little prayer and get a glimpse into the parish life of an early 

American Lutheran congregation, check out the little article that Tim wrote after being asked to 

look at the parish register of St. James last summer. St. James LC was founded 10 years before 

Zion, in 1750. 

 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/974571/pdf


4 

 
         Long Valley Lutheran June  2026 

Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who suf-
fer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.  
Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to bless 
our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, and 
patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they may 
joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

We pray for:  
 

Family of James and Lori Andershonis:  Jim Andershonis,  Beverly Vecchione 

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Jay Cazes, Charles Dauchert,  

John Hanight 

Friend of Ellen Blaine: Carl Gerhard 

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez 

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster 

Friends of George & Jan Collard: The family of Brett Kelly 

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford 

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito 

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Wayne J. Horner, Joann Yanchek,  

Family of  Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen 

Friends & family of Rob and Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman, Joan Parseghian  

Friends & family of  Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus  

Friend of Karen Newquist: Eleanor Liljegren, Don Robinson 

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack 

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie 

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis 

Family of Jeanne Washkau: Bill Washkau 

Friend & family of Dottie Weis:  Leslie Di Pietro  Lynne & Greg Kean 
    

Members of Zion: 

Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt  Dunbar, Donna East, Jeanne Howell, Rob Johnson, Dottie 

Tureson 

 

Those Serving in the Military: 

Bretton Caws, Mike Cordes, Nickolas Davis, John Patrick Hurley, Jimmy Thompson 

 

Please contact the office to make additions or changes 
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Appointed Worship Readings  
 

Worship         Old or New Testament    
  Date                               Readings                             Psalm             Gospel 
                                     

June 7,  Hosea 5:15-6:6 / Romans 4:13-25                    Psalm 50:7-15       Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 

June 14,  Exodus 19:2-8a / Romans 5:1-8                        Psalm 100     Matthew 9: 35-10:8[9-23]          

June 21, Jeremiah 20:7-13/Romans 6:1b-11       Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18   Matthew 10:24-39     

June 28, Jeremiah 28:5-9/ Romans 6:12-23             Psalm 89:1-4,15-18         Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our Confirmands 
 

Natalie Staada,  Kassi Bentrewicz, Joseph Snyder 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY  
Bible Study will resume in September. 

Enjoy the summer! 

    On May 3rd we celebrated the  
baptism of  

Robert Cusick III  
Son of 

Robert Cusick Jr. & Amanda Unverricht 
   &  

                 Grandson of Jim & Becky Rasmussen 
 
      

                     

 

And on May 10th we celebrated  

the baptism of  

Cora Noelle D’Amore 

           Daughter of  

      Jeffrey & Anna D’Amore 

 

Search Committee Update 
 
Here’s an update on the work of the search committee: In early May, the search committee 
posted the position and asked Pastor Ingrid to phone screen applicants before the commit-
tee would interview them.  
  
The committee has already interviewed 2 candidates who were very good, and plans to 
have a final audition with both, which will include playing the organ and keyboard, and 
separately conducting the choir.  
  
If one of the candidates is a good fit, a job offer will be extended. If neither is a good fit, 
then the committee will restart the process by receiving applications and holding interviews 
and auditions. 
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Parish Life 

       6ÐÌ #ÈáÌ ÚÍ <ÑÚØá -ÚÊÔÌË 5ÈÍÌ 
Once upon a time there was a small, but heavy, 

locked safe in the sacristy area of the Sanctuary 

where the vestments are held.  It has been there since the 1930’s and 

was used on a regular basis for decades until something happened….. 

the people who knew the combination to this beautiful little safe passed 

the baton or didn’t, and then moved on.  The previous financial people 

who used it were now gone, and eventually the safe was less and less 

thought of until there was a need to put a new,   tinier one in its place.  

And so, the story continued until people began to wonder what was in 

it.   Everyone speculated about its contents, but in no way was its con-

tents to be discovered unless the safe was opened.  So, the days and weeks went into 

months and years until the millennium came about.  Decades had passed until the curiosity 

cat came into the picture again in 2026. 

Now the quest began in earnest.  Those people who might know were asked, but to no 

avail. The previous pastors were contacted, and the results were the same….no one could 

even remember when this little safe was used, because, in part, a new safe had taken up its 

place over the waning years of our star.  The final key to possibly getting the combination 

was tried and faded into the distance of time and brought no results.  What to do now??  

“Let’s see if we can open it”, so many tried and many failed.  Now it was a challenge for all 

to embrace, so the professionals were called in and a plan was formed.   

Cy Drake entered the picture, and they came several weeks ago 

with “the plan”.  Questions were asked.  Have you ever done this 

before?  What have you discovered?  Have you ever gotten to 

open a safe and found money…jewels…gold?  And so, the ques-

tions kept coming.  In some cases, there were parties thrown to 

welcome the possibility of something amazing in their safe to cel-

ebrate.  In all of the years, Jeff, who is Cy Drakes specialist, said 

that one time he had opened a safe and they found silver!  Wow!  

Silver is what we were hoping for…..but this “silver” was not in-

8ÌÊâÌÌíë 
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gots or coins or bounty from a pirate’s stash.  Alas, it was table silverware!  Boo, hiss, oh my, 

was the response and the thrill of it all dissipated over time.  But Zion’s “bounty” was still 

thought of as a thrilling pursuit of the unknown. 

Jeff arrived with his drills and specialized scoping tools and started the process.  He worked on 

it until his drill bits became dull.  Changes were made, but to no avail.  Then he had a change of 

strategy and tried another set of tactics.  The new ones worked and after several hours of pur-

suit, he attained success.  Having drilled in the interior of the safe door, he was able to put his 

scope into the door’s mechanical gears and locks and backup locking failsafe devices and began 

to decipher the code to unlock the safe.  More time passed and finally we got a “click” and the 

bolts moved to the open position.  Everyone went silent.  You see this was a major event in the 

annals of Zion.  This safe hasn’t seen the light of day for perhaps more than half of a century.  

We gathered a small group of people and opened the safe.  Wow, it’s finally open!  Now inside 

were drawers with key locks, and sections where all kinds of big (or little) things could be 

stored.  How cool is this!  Whoever has had the opportunity to break into a safe (like they do on 

TV…yeah right!) in their lifetime?  This is amazing! 

So, the final scene was nothing of value from a monetary standpoint was discovered.  However, 

there was a small piece of cardboard with a person’s name on it.  Maybe someone knows who 

this person is or was, and what was their role at Zion?  I’ve been here since 1982 and don’t 

know the name.  The people that I contacted don’t know either, so that mystery remains to be 

solved.  Hope you enjoy the pictures and the adventure we all had in telling this story, and     

although we didn’t find anything valuable, we did open up a place in Zion’s history to be shared 

for all to know. 

Blessings to you all, 

Burt 
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Car Wash  
If you need to get your car 

cleaned, there will be  
a car wash held at Zion! 

 

        Cub Scout Pack 136 
    Will be holding their annual Car                          
    Wash on June 6th.  
 

Come out and support the Cubs Scouts and have a nice clean car! 

Cluster Potluck Picnic 

Sunday, 6/14,  3-7PM 

 at Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center 

 

Gather together with Lutherans from congregations in our 

Cluster - all around northwest NJ - from Oldwick to 

Philippsburg to Vernon.   

VBS Volunteer Meeting! 
 

We are having a VBS volunteer meeting on             
Sunday, June 7th  

after church (10:45 am). We will review this yearõs 
theme and lessons, pass out class lists and schedules, 

and review emergency procedures.  
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Double Impact Challenge 
 

Double Impact: We did it! 

UPDATE: We have reached $63,000+ in contributions! We did it... 

thanks to your contributions! Our goal was to raise  $33,000 

(including interest) and we almost doubled the goal! 
      

So many ministries, community events, and fellowship have been experienced over the past 

decade in our "new" building, and now it will be paid in full.  
    

This summer, we will have a rite during worship to retire this debt; as we thank God together 

on 6/28. 

Long Valley Lutheran  June 2026 
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Long Valley Lutheran  June 2026 

Meghan Weth 
Megan Weth is graduating from WMC. 
Megan is going to LSU (Louisiana state 
university) where she will be studying 
Agricultural business with a minor in 
political science. National honor socie-
ty. Megan has participated and com-
peted in  dance for 15 years. She was 
also a member of the WMC varsity 
cheer squad.  
Meghan is also a graduate of LVCNS. 

Carson Nordman 
Carson graduated from Penn State  University 
Smeal School of Business with a degree in fi-
nance.   
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#ÚÕÕÈÏÌ 'ßÈËäÈâÌá 

 

 

 

Catherine Stabile  
Catherine graduated from Stevens Institute of 
Technology with a Bachelor of Engineering in  Me-
chanical Engineering with a concentration in Power 
Generation.  For each of her four years, she was in-
volved in the Stevens Honor Board, the Residential 
Hall Association, the Stevens Dramatic Society, 
Stevens Signs (ASL), and the Peer Leader pro-
gram.  She was on the executive board for RHA and 
the Honor board for several years. Catherine is ex-
cited to start working this June for either Siemens 
Energy or General Motors.  

Elizabeth Jane Ochs 
Graduated from Colby Sawyer College May 9 with 
Bachelor's degree in Nursing. She will be nursing in 
the adult psychiatric program at Dartmouth Hospi-
tal in New London, Hampshire.  

Congratulations to all our graduates, Zion is so proud of you! 
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Social Ministry 
 

LVCAP  on Going Needs 
 

LVCAP is both a food pantry and emergency fund. 

Many are surprised to learn there is a need for food 

assistance in our area, however, they are now serv-

ing over 70 families and rely heavily on food and 

monetary donations from our community and local  

businesses.  

Please see the link for on going needs. 

 

 

 

    Immediate needs are: Canned corn, White long grain rice (2lb bags), Ketchup,  

                                         Sugar, Salad Dressing. 

 

 

 

Fathers Day 6/21  
One way to commemorate and pay tribute to our 

fathers is donate to Habitat for Humanity. Gifts 

in increments of $5 will be sent to Habitat for 

Humanity and help to supply building materials 

necessary to buil houses in partnership with in 

need. We will list names in the bulletin insert on 

Father's Day. Forms will be in the narthex start-

ing 5/24, or see form here and return it by Sun-

day, June 14th. All checks should be made payable to “Zion Lutheran Church” and placed 

in the offering plate along with the dedication form. Dedications will be listed in the June 

21st  bulletin.  

https://www.lvcap.org/itemlist
file:///C:/Users/Sarah/Documents/Communication/Bulletin Inserts - Repeating/Fathers' Day Brick Sunday/Order Forms/Happenings order form Template.pdf
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LVCNS Monthly Update 
                  

We are still enrolling for the 2026-2027 school year  
We have a few spots left in our Friday only, First 
Friends for children turning 3 years old in late spring / 
early summer of 2027 or before. It's a wonderful way to 
have a morning out while leaving your little in a safe nur-

turing environment   
 
We also  have limited spots in three year old and pre-k classes 
  
Having second thoughts about leaving us:)? We still have room in our TK program 
for next year. Please let us know if you are considering this option. It would be an 
option if you plan to homeschool for Kindergarten. We can differentiate learning 
through our language arts and math curriculum, while providing a social environment 
for your kindergartener.   
 

Enjoy your summer, see you in September!! 
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 June Birthdays 
 

"Born in June means you arrived with the sunshineó 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

13   Jaclynne Jardim 

      Andrew Karpinski 

16   Michael Wallace       

19   Phoebe Rasmussen 

       Eric Tureson    

20  Aston Dougherty 

21  Joshua Riggs 

      Kiera Mitchell 

22  William Johnston 

      Matthew Snyder  

 26  Dylan Herrman 

              Olivia Rasmussen 

27   Nikki Cordes 

      Abigail Kay     

29  Catherine Stabile 

30  Jance Denzler 

  

 1  Gregory Callow 

     Jason Snyder 

 2  Ella Drake 

     Magnus Sorensen 

     William Taylor 

         3  Steven Frommeyer 

             Bill Hibler, Jr. 

 4  Patricia Craig 

     Sam Ochs     

     Allie Rooney      

 5  Kelly Centrone 

 6  Victoria Johnston  

 7  Miller Paknis 

8  Ashlie Shakespeare 

 9  Marcia Horner 

12  Ron Schulz  

13  Cooper Drake 

                    Happy Fathers Day to all our Dads 
   

Q: What did the baby bird say when it looked like its dad?       
A: "It's a chirp off the old block!"  
 
Q: When does a joke become a dad joke? 
A: When it becomes apparent.  

Q: Why did your old man fall in the well? 
A: Because he couldn't see that well!  
 
Q: What does the little corn call his father 
A: Pop Corn 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
The Rev. Ingrid Wengert, Pastor 
Church Office: 908-876-3547 

Worship Service Sunday 9:30am 
Sunday School 8:30AM 


