For the Members and Friends of Zion Lutheran Church
-9 August 2026

The Long Valley Lutheran

Sundays in August

Worship alternates between contemporary and traditional styles, is live-streamed

on Zion’s YouTube channel. The worship bulletin, readings and music are located on our
website .

August 2, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 9, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion, The Rev. Bridget Gautieri, preacher.
Pastor in Wittenberg Germany. We are helping to sponsor her ministry in 2026.

August 16, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 23, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

August 30, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 AM Service of Holy Communion

Zion Lutheran Church, 11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853
phone: (908) 876-3547; e-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com; website: zionlongvalley.org



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAVuLDiqarTkD4o779iaumA
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=e40f521bf6&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276
https://gmail.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c52af973607a13128750062c0&id=89d15cd895&e=6ea8e69276

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
11 Schooley’s Mountain Rd.
Long Valley, NJ 07853
Tel: (908) 876-3547
E-mail: zionlongvalley@gmail.com
Website: zionlongvalley.org

Like us on Facebook at
“Zion Lutheran Church, Long Valley”

-

Pastor: Pastor Ingrid Wengert
Cell: (215) 692-2091
Email: Ingridfathwengert@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Sarah Scudese

Minister of Music: Marilyn Hibler

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

9:30AM Worship with live-stream.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS & OFFICERS

President: Malainie Stoma
Vice President: Bill Hibler Jr.
Secretary: Victoria Stabile
Financial Chair: Corey Derr

Members:
Meghan Callow
George Collard

Jan Collard
Vickie Hurst
Karen Newquist
Lori Prusack
John Visci
Denise Visci

Treasurer: Ron Schulz
Asst Treasurer: Barb Schulz

LONG VALLEY CHRISTIAN

NURSERY SCHOOL
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Office Hours
Parish Secretary Sarah

M-Fr from 9:00AM ish to 1PM ish

Our hours are flexible, please call ahead to make sure
we are here.

(908) 876-3547 or zionlongvalley(@gmail.com

Pastor Ingrid

M-Th mornings
Pastor Ingrid’s day off each week is Friday.
(215) 692-2091 or ingridfathwengert(@gmail.com
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Marilyn’s final Sunday as Music Director will be Rally Day,
9/13, when we’ll offer thanksgiving for her ministry during wor-

ship (See page # 7 for how to participate in gifts & a dinner).
The following Sunday, 9/20, Abby Schumer will begin as our Music Director.

I have one word for you: TRANSITION. There will be transition for all involved and
then some! For Marilyn, it will be her first time to sit in the pews since 1962, and she
will be able to freely travel (or do whatever she wants) over the weekends. Abby will
transition into a new congregation, new relationships and a new role. For Zion, since
each musician is unique, songs will sound slightly different. Musicians play at a
slightly different tempo and volume (in my experience with 4 congregations, Marilyn
plays on the softer side of the spectrum). All musicians, and all Christians have gifts
and strengths for the common good. At the beginning though, especially for long-
timers for whom Marilyn’s playing seems right and the norm, it may take time to get
accustomed to anything new. Please be patient — with yourself and with our new Mu-
sic Director. It will simply take time to adjust.

To help this transition — the Congregation Council has appointed a Transition Team
comprised of folks who are in the choir, who serve on the worship & music committee
and who served on the search committee. The group is meeting the first week of Au-
gust and has the goal of helping the congregation and the new Music Director by giv-
ing this transition thought and effort to make it as smooth as possible. But we will not
think of everything! Please, if you have any thoughts or suggestions, speak to anyone
on the transition team: Jenny Boeckel, Marcia Horner, Karen Newquist, Christine Sta-
bile, Malainie Stoma, and me.

We thank God for his faithfulness to Zion through all of the Music Directors over the
past 266 years, but especially for Marilyn Hibler! We also pray for God’s guidance
and blessing to us in the opportunity of music leadership through Abby Schumer.

~ Pastor lngrid




—~o. | Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family and friends who suf-

f fer physically, emotionally, and are battling life altering conditions.

| LOV@@J Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we ask you to bless

GgauetTS our friends who are sick. Give them strength in body, courage in spirit, and
To.. patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that restored, they may

joyfully praise your name, for you and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

We pray for:

Family of James and Lori Andershonis: Jim Andershonis, Beverly Vecchione

Friends and family of Jeanette Baker: Frank Baker, Jay Cazes, Charles Dauchert,

John Hanight

Family of Ellen Blaine: Carl Gerhard

Family of Sheila Blaine: Logan Rodriguez

Family of Annie Clay: Nanny Holloway, Dorthe Royster

Family of Cathy Di Lello: Phil Stafford

Family of the Hiblers: Chris Ito

Family & friends of Burt & Marcia Horner: Bruce Adams, Wayne J. Horner, Joann Yanchek,
Family of Jeanne Howell: Tami Ochs, Jack Steffen

Friends & family of Rob and Beth Johnson: Tammy Jackman, Joan Parseghian

Friends & family of Vi Muriello: Arline Gunhus

Friends of Karen Newquist: Eleanor Liljegren, Don Robinson

Family of Lori Prussack: Richard Prussack

Family of Barbara Rennie: Krista Gundersen, Alan Rennie

Friends and family of Betty Rush: Amy Burd, Kirk Klein, Mancuso family, Pastor Martin Travis
Family of Jeanne Washkau. Bill Washkau

Friends & family of Dottie Weis: Paul Coddington, Leslie Di Pietro Lynne & Greg Kean

Friends of Zion: Helga Poggio

Members of Zion: Ellen Blaine, Andrea & Matt Dunbar, Donna East, Sue Guterl,
Jeanne Howell, Rob Johnson, Linda Tucker

Those Serving in the Military: Bretton Caws, Mike Cordes, Nickolas Davis, Rebecca Getting,
John Patrick Hurley, Nicholas Marin, Jimmy Thompson

Please contact the office to make additions or changes




TREASURER'S FINANCIAL REPORT
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ACTIVITY PROJECTED FOR YEAR-TO-DATE THRU END OF JULY 2026

Actual Estimated Estimated Actual (Un) Favor
Yr-to-Date Month of | YTD July '26 | YTD July 25 | 2026 v 2025
OPERATING June 2026 July 2026 [This Year] | [Last Year] Variance Notes
Income $134,470 $24,931 $159,401 $159,865 (5464)| A
Expenses
Payroll-Related $78,058 $13,199 $91,256 $86,547 (54,709)| B
Administrative $66,553 $8,819 $75,372 $66,776 (58,596)| C
Committees $14,439 $580 $15,019 $14,486 (§532)| D
Total Expenses $159,049 $22,598 $181,647 $167,809 (§13,837)
Net Operating Income/(DEFICIT) ($24,578) $2,333 ($22,245) ($7,944)] (514,301)
Oper. Cash Balance End of Mo. $24,112 $26,435 $46,423 ($19,988)

Notes of YTD 2026 versus YTD 2025 Operating Variances:

A. Overall giving up except for a larger offering designated for Mortgage payoff instead of Operations as in 2025
B. 14% increase in benefits; also 3% increases to all employees per Mutual Ministry

C. Cold winter + NJ rates increasing Ultilities ($3,248); Insurance ($1,903); repairs ($801); cleaning did not pause ($1,344)

D. Worship & Music ($357), Parish Life memorial lunch ($979), Benevolence ($600); Synod Assembly $888, Sunday School $309
|

Forecasted
Start Balance Plus: Minus: Transfers End Balance
NON-OPERATING 12/31/2025 Receipts | Disbursements In(Out) 7/31/2026
Earnings $72,208 $13,621 $1,122 ($469) $84,238
Ministries $35,601 $5,201 $8,073 ($292) $32,437
Seasonal Events $2,272 $2,906 $3,074 $0 $2,104
Property & Capital $139 $13,038 $30,566 $17,389 $0
Mortgage $20,099 $2,344 $21,001 ($1,442) $0
Double the Impact Challenge $0 $64,860 $66,594 $1,734 $0
Memorial Funds - Unrestricted $218,569 $8,890 $347 ($16,921) $210,191
Memorial Funds - Restricted $103,288 $0 $0 $0 $103,288
Total Non-Operating Balance $452 177 $110,861 $130,779 $0 | 4 $432,259
CASH + INVESTMENTS Balances 12/31/2025 6/30/2026 7/31/2026 Last Yr: 7/31/25
Checking accounts $32,825 $34,063 $29,815 $40,053
Investments $419,352 $402,022 $402,443 $218,511
Total Non-Operating Balance $452,177 $436,085 $432,259 $258,564

COMMENTARY:

In Operations, YTD 2026 we are in a deficit by ($22,245); that means we're worse than YTD 2025 by ($14,301).
That deficit is being "paid for" by the cash balance carried over from last year's ending balance of $50,359.
Operating variances, both favorable and (unfavorable), are identified above in the notes.

In Non-Operating, Zion has two receivables i.e.Ten Hove $201,375 and Morris County historical $960.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Schulz, Zion Treasurer
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study will resume on
Tuesday September 15th (@ 1:30PM

L s

Childvens Activities & o

j =

Children's Activity Station

We also have a new children's Activity
station, please see it in the narthex. Grab
a bag, crayons or toy. Lots of things to
keep you little ones entertained!

Thank you Ashley Wehrenberg for putting
it all together.

Appointed Worship Readings

Worship Old or New Testament

Date_ Readings Psalm Gospel
August 2, Isaiah 55:1-5 / Romans 9:1-5 Psalm 145:8-9,14-21 Matthew 14:13-21
August 9, 1 Kings 19:9-18/ Romans 10: 5-15 Psalm 85:8-13 Matthew 14:22-33
August 16, Isaiah 56:1,6-8/Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 Psalm 67 Matthew 15:[10-20]21-28
August 23, Isaiah 51:1-6/ Romans 12:1-8 Psalm 138 Matthew 16:13-20

August 30, Jeremiah 15: 15-21 / Romans:12:9-21 Psalm 26:1-8 Matthew 16:21-28
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Celebrating Marilyn’s 62 Years at Zion e
A letter with additional details has been mailed to the }""’ﬁ' § Sy !~
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congregation. Here's a summary of the celebration

: IV:

plans!

Celebration Dinner

Saturday, September 12, at 5:00 PM

You are warmly invited to join us for a special dinner
honoring Marilyn and celebrating her 62 years of faithful music ministry at Zion.

Please reserve your place by August 30 by:

« Signing up in Field's Hall on Sundays

o Emailing the church office or calling Sarah

o Responding Via Evite

To help with planning and logistics, please submit payment in advance:

o Adults: $25

o Children: $5

o Family maximum: $60

Payment may be made by cash, check, Venmo, or Simply Giving.

Gifts of Appreciation

As a token of our gratitude, we invite everyone to participate in honoring Marilyn

n two special ways:

o Keepsake Quilt: Contribute a handwritten message on a fabric square (one
square per household) to be included in a commemorative quilt. Fabric squares
and pens will be available in Field's Hall from July 12 through August 9.

o Monetary Gift: Donations will be collected to help support any travel Mari-
lyn may wish to enjoy in the future.

We hope everyone will participate in some way as we celebrate Marilyn's six dec-
ades of faithful leadership in music at Zion and thank her for the many ways she
has enriched our worship and congregational life.


mailto:zionlongvalley@gmail.com?subject=Marilyn's%20dinner
https://evite.me/BVKkaxxcZ9

b Parish Life o8

WET (‘OMF WET COME

Sunday School begins on Sunday September 13th @ 8:30AM (3rd—8th Grade)
Please register your children here.

Following the church service, we'll celebrate with our Rally Day Cookout. We
hope you and your family will join us for a day of fellowship, food, and fun as we
kick of f the new Sunday School year!

After the service, stick around for our Rally Day Cookout

Let’s Celebrate with a Rally Day Cookout
It’s a Hot Diggity Dog BBQ!

Hotdogs, Hamburgers, Macaroni Salad,
Chips & Dessert

First Day of Sunday School
Sunday September 13th
After worship



https://forms.gle/fbvJQNL8Ye7FQfrW7
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etting ready fo send our Zion college students their an-
nual we?come boxes filled with goodies to help them start the
school year on a sweet notel

If you have a college-aged student and would like them to re- %
ceive one of Zion's famous care packages, please send their \ ;
mailing address to Sarah in the church office. /

Zion Congregation:

We're looking for donations of individually wrapped snacks to include in our
care packages. Some ideas include:

o Cookies

Popcorn

Chips

Granola bars

Candy
Other individually wrapped treats

Coll Care B
l\-"Ac/l(:gnfsg ff C:III:gee—A(g):ieSSTudenTs: ﬂ m
e're
e e

Please drop off your donations in the narthex or with Sarah in the church of-
fice by September 13.

We'll be packing the College Connection care packages during coffee hour.
We'd love to have you join us!

Thank you for helping us remind our college students that their Zion family is
thinking of them and praying for them throughout the school year.

2027 Youth Gathering
Info session

Both parents & youth (9th-11th grade) are
invited to an info session on the upcom-
ing ELCA Youth Gathering in the summer
or 2027 in Minneapolis, MN. Both parent/s
& youth should attend. September 20, after
worship (10:45 am'ish).

elca.org/gathering



https://www.elca.org/gathering-2027/about-what-is-the-gathering

ZL’W&
WALKING GROUP

Wednesdays
10:30 - 11:30AM

If you would like to be added to the Walking Group email list,
please email Pastor at ingridfathwengert@gmail.com

All welcome -
children, friends,
dogs...

=/==- COLUMBIA TRAILACROSS FROM
COFFEEPOTTER

N * Directory From 1999

5% Picture Day: Mark your calendars
for 10/12

% ) Get your picture taken by a professional pho-
® tographer and also help to fill up Zion’s picto-
rial directory.

aig & Marianne
*Di;::\)etl:;, Dgamel. Julie

You will get a free 8 x 10” photo and pictori-
al directory. You may also purchase additional
digital and print pictures.

We’re hosting this to create our first pictorial directory in 15 years. They build com-
munity by helping new & long-time members put together faces and names.

You can reserve a time soon. We try to reserve the evening sessions for
people who work/have commitments during the day.

10
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Dear Friends,
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Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center is growing, and we could use your help
g o spreading the word.

©,
8 =~

4, o .. .
Saven & £ As our weekend retreat ministry continues to expand—and as we welcome more
midweek groups—we are looking to add dependable, part-time members to our

food service and hospitality team.

We are looking for people who enjoy working with others and helping create a warm, welcoming experi-
ence for guests of all ages. Responsibilities may include meal preparation, cooking, dining-room setup,
serving, dishwashing, cleanup, restocking, preparing lodging or meeting spaces, and other hospitality
support as needed.

Previous commercial kitchen, food service, housekeeping, or hospitality experience is helpful, and
ServSafe certification is a plus. However, we are also open to people who are dependable, flexible, eager
to learn, and a good fit for our ministry and community.

The position does not have to look exactly the same for every person. We would like to talk with inter-
ested individuals about their experience and availability and determine together how they might best be-
come part of our team. We are especially interested in people who may be available for some weekends,
occasional weekdays, or a combination of both. Competitive compensation will be based on experience
and qualifications.

Would you please share this with your congregation, community, friends, and anyone who might know
the right person? Even if someone is not personally interested, they may know someone who would be a
terrific addition to our team.

For more information or to express interest, please contact me at Anthony(@crossroadsretreat.com or call
me at 818-414-1965.

Thank you for helping us grow the team that makes our ministry of hospitality possible.

Giant Church Picnic
Where: Cross Roads Camp & Retreat Center, Port Murray

When: Sunday, 8/16, 2pm - 6pm

Food: Bring your own picnic or purchase from Food Trucks; Cross Roads will provide: Cook-
ies and desserts, Popcorn, Snow cones

Join the Cross Roads community for our annual Giant Church Picnic on Sunday, August 16,
2026. This end-of-summer celebration is a chance for campers, families, churches, alumni, and
friends to come together for an afternoon filled with camp activities, laughter, food, and com-
munity.

Whether you’ve spent years at Cross Roads or this is your very first visit, everyone is welcome.

11
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Zion Property

Preserving the Past, while Bridging the future

Property Committee July 2026 Report

July has been a busy month for our Property Team!
Court Yard
1. Replaces rotted Fascia Board with PVC board and reinstalled aluminum gutter using hanger
brackets.
2. Disconnected down spout reconnected and secured with screw
3. Window well resecures plywood over window
4. Added black extension pipes to two of the down spouts

Breezeway and Hallway Ceilings

1. Removed all existing ceiling tiles

2. Replaced or installed any insulation that was missing or falling out above ceiling

3. Cleaned existing grid and spray painted grids white

4. Install new ceiling tiles throughout.

5. Installed three new low voltage high hats in Breezeway ceiling

6. Replaced two ceiling grills for ventilation system

7. Install three new grills in the ceiling at heating valve locations that are above the ceiling
8. Painted Trim in Breezeway

Sanctuary
1. Repaired hole in the floor on the fourth row of pews on left side.
2. Re-secured all Pews that where separating with screws and filled screw holes with filler.

Sidewalk and Entry Driveway

1. Removal of existing concrete walk at front of church and replace with new concrete this is be-
ing done to give the walk a higher elevation and pitch and to replace cracked and broken sec-
tions.

2. Remove and replace exit driveway and part of the entrance driveway. Driveway will be striped
after paving.

Parish Office Porch

Remove and replace front stairs

Repair twelve column bases (on going)

Repair or replace grill work around perimeter of porch (on going)

Foundation leak dig on outside corner and repoint. Repointing has been completed on the in-
side already. (on going)

bbbl e

Ventilation System Fields Hall

1. In the process of replacing ceiling tiles in the Hall of the school, a ventilation system was dis-
covered. We had the electrician out to look, and everything was successfully hooked back up
and is running again.

12




A Huge Thank you to
our Property Team!

Property Committee Chair
George Collard

Brian Bumpus
Dave Hooker
Burt Horner
Luke Scudese

13
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Quilting Workday

Saturday, August 15
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Faith Hall

No experience necessary!
There is a place for everyone to help!

e No sewing experience? We need volunteers to help with pinning, tying knots, cutting
fabric, ironing, and other tasks.

e Experienced sewers? Please bring your sewing machine if you're able.

All hands are welcome and appreciated!

Enjoy a day of service, food, and fellowship as we work together.

For more information, please see Judy Bumpus.

Back-to-School Gift Card

W Drive for LVCAP
We will be collecting gift cards to support LVCAP's
]-_ﬂﬂs? alley Back-to-School Program.
‘ A P Gift cards from Target or Walmart can be in any de-
nomination and will be combined into $25 bundles to

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

=X help families purchase the school supplies they
need. Please submit by August 16.

Every donation makes a difference. Thank you for helping local students start the school
year prepared and ready to learn!

ONGOING NEEDS
Canned coffee, strawberry & grape jelly, old fashioned oats canister, cereal.

14
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Lazy summer afternoons, walks along the beach,
rocking on a hammock in the shade.
I hope you get to do a few of these
simple pleasures on your August day!

1 Tami Ochs
Eric Snyder 21 Richard Kohler
2 Dominic Bonina 23 David Weth
3 Ryleigh Jardim 24 Peggy Humcke
5 Elaine Kesler 25 Megan Dunbar
6 Eleanor McBee Ryann Johnson
Matthew Wehrenberg John Trethaway
7 Elizabeth Ochs Julia Trethaway
Matthew Ochs 31 Amelia Davis
11 Teagan Shakespeare Martina Frommeyer
12 Sarah Scudese Matthew Spada
13 Justin Herrmann Pastor Ingrid Wengert
15 Greg Brown Brayden Whalen
18 Sarah Rooney John Zeier

Children's Humor
Billy Says, "It’s not nice to speak when there is singing or praying. Wait till
there is silence then talk loud so you can be heard.
Never fall asleep in church. Stay awake by squirming and wiggling a lot.
Understand thy neighbor. Stare at the people behind you and try to understand
them.”

Finding one of her students making faces at others on the playground, Mrs.
Smith stopped to gently reprove the child. Smiling sweetly, the Sunday School
teacher said, "Bobby, when I was a child, I was told that if I made ugly faces, it
would freeze and I would stay like that."

Bobby looked up and replied, "Well, Mrs. Smith, you can't say you weren't
warned.”

15
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